
  

   WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

   COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

All baptized Christians are welcomed and encouraged to receive sustenance from the 

Lord's Table. Those wishing to receive Communion are invited to come down the aisle to 

their right, take a piece of bread, dip it into the cup and eat.  Please return to your seat 

using the opposite aisle.  For those who are unable to come forward, please signal the 

usher by raising your hand and communion will be brought to you. A gluten-free wafer 

and separate cup will be available at the center section of pews. 
 

   COMMUNION ANTHEM                      “Christmas Lullaby”                                     John Rutter 

   PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES AND THE CHRIST CANDLE                 The Kattmann family 
 

 SHARING THE CHRIST LIGHT  
 

*HYMN 122                                    “Silent Night, Holy Night!”                                     Mohr 

                 (sing verses 1-4, hum one additional verse after 4) 
 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
Worshipers are cautioned not to tip burning candles, lest wax spill.  

Tip unlit candles to receive light from those already aflame.   

 Individual candles are to be extinguished at the beginning of the postlude and 

can be returned to receptacles at the doors as you exit. 
 

*POSTLUDE 
                  

Professional childcare for infants through age 4 is provided in room 212. 

 
 

 WORSHIP LEADERS: Rev. John Muse, Interim Minister 

                                   Rev. Dr. Kathryn G. N. Campbell, Associate Pastor 

                                   Robert Overman, Director of Worship Arts 

                                   Michael Parker, Organist 

    Richard Porter, Guitar 

3501 West Market Street, Greensboro, NC 27403 
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 Starmount Presbyterian Church 
 

 

  Candlelight Communion                   7:00 p.m.                      December  24, 2017 
 

  GATHERING MUSIC                 
   
 TRINITY CHIMES 
 

 GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                         Rev. Dr. Kathryn G. N. Campbell 
 

  PRELUDE                “Would I Miss the Miracle”                        Douglas Nolan 
 

 CALL TO WORSHIP 

  Leader: In the quiet of the night, a woman gives birth: a personal act of 

                faith; accepting God’s charge upon her. 
   People: In the quiet of the night, a husband becomes a father: a   

                personal act of faith; accepting God's charge upon him. 

   Leader: In the quiet of the night, a baby breathes the air: a personal  

                act of sacrifice; God steps out of the divine into the world for us.  
   People: In the quiet of this night, the God of heaven is present on earth.   
  

 *HYMN 133                           “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                              
 

  OPENING PRAYER                                                              
 

  OLD TESTAMENT READING                                                                          Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 

  GOSPEL READING                                                                                          Luke 2:1-20 
 

 *HYMN 112          “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 
  

   MEDITATION                                                              Rev. John Muse 
 

   OFFERING OF OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
  

   OFFERTORY ANTHEM                      “And the Stars Sang”                      Joseph Martin 

 
 *Those who are able may stand. 

 

     SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION           

           INVITATION TO THE LORD'S TABLE 

              Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
 People:  And also with you. 

 Pastor:    Lift up your hearts. 
 People:  We lift them to the Lord. 

     Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
     People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND CONSECRATION 

 The sung responses are taken from familiar Christmas carols. 
  
 

       Pastor: We praise you, God among us, for on this holy night, we found your 

Child, Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger in a Bethlehem 

barn, one of the poorest among the poor people.  Shepherds and ordinary folk 

heard angels sing that night. Therefore, all who love and serve you, in heaven 

and on earth, raise our voices with eternal songs of praise: 
  

       People:  (sing)  This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard and 

 angels sing; Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

       Pastor: Though he was poor, Jesus was rich in you, Father.  He taught us to share.  

Though he was often without a home, Jesus always lived in you.  He taught us to 

welcome everyone to every table.  Though he lived in a time when many people 

felt lost and confused, Jesus gave them meaning by showing them the Way, the 

Truth and the Life. Even when we did not understand him, and could not hear his 

words of light and life, Jesus loved us.  He knew us all:  lost sheep, found coins, 

hidden treasure.  He loves us fiercely. 
 

 People:  (sing) Go, tell it on the mountain over the hills and everywhere; Go, tell 

it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

       Pastor: When we, in our ignorance, put Christ to death on the cross, you, in your 

love, raised him from death and gave the promise of new life to everyone. 
 

 People:  (sing)  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 

 Pastor:  Send forth your Holy Spirit on these your gifts of grain and vine.  Let them 

be for us the presence of Christ. As we break the bread and drink the cup, let 

Christ be born anew in us, and let us cradle Christ’s presence in our hearts, our 

churches and our lives. 
 

 People:  (sing)  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

            THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 


