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“Unique Identity & Unique Opportunity” 

 

 

Dear Starmount Friends, 

 

This past Sunday I found myself setting out large tablet paper and multi-colored post-it 

notes out on various tables in the fellowship hall. Anytime one walks into a room or a 

meeting and sees these instruments, they can be assured that there will be some big-

picture planning going on. Indeed, that is what the Session was engaged in during a 

“mini-retreat” in which they spent time exploring the core values of Starmount. You can 

find out more about what those values are in my August newsletter article that you will 

receive in the next few weeks. 

 

In this article, what I would like to reflect upon is one aspect of what the Session was 

asked to discuss. They were encouraged to consider what makes this congregation 

unique from others. What are the distinctive features or activities that separate us from 

other organizations? As you might imagine, this was not a difficult task.  When this 

question was posed to them, the elders quickly filled the large pieces of tablet paper 

placed on the tables around them with countless multi-colored post-its, each containing 

an aspect of our congregation that is unique.   

 

I’m sure you can guess many of the things that were listed on those small rectangle 

pieces of paper. Here are just a few: our commitment to refugee ministry, midweek 

tutoring program, community garden, strong preschool program, exceptional music, 

atmosphere of warmth and welcome, lay participation in worship, an extraordinary 

library, and the prayer shawl ministry. These are just a sample of many wonderful things 

that are happening every day in this congregation and make up our unique identity. 

 

I also want to let you know about a unique opportunity that will be available to you in the 

coming weeks.  We have received an invitation to participate in a community event 

hosted by First Presbyterian Church on Sept. 17th. They will be welcoming author, 

Debbie Irving, for a presentation and conversation about her experiences and work in 

the area of racial reconciliation and understanding.   

 



Debbie is the author of a book called, Waking Up White, in which she details her own 

experience of self-reflection and discovery when it comes to matters of race, racism, 

and its effects in our society. If you would like to read more about the background of 

how this event came about, then I would recommend you read this article from the 

Presbyterian Mission Agency. It details the good work First Presbyterian Church and St. 

James Presbyterian Church have done in partnership together, through discussions of 

their shared history and actions they have taken to engage in open dialogue with each 

other.   

 

Starmount will join a number of other congregations and organizations in sponsoring 

this city-wide event, including First Presbyterian Burlington, Jamestown Presbyterian, 

Oak Ridge Presbyterian, Westminster Presbyterian, Guilford Park Presbyterian, 

Sedgefield Presbyterian, Holy Trinity Episcopal, Cone Health, Greensboro Day School 

and Canterbury School, among others.    

 

The Faith Formation Committee and our library are hosting special “One Church, One 

Book” discussions around Debbie Irving’s book in the coming weeks. If you are 

interested in engaging in discussions about this important topic, then I encourage you to 

attend.  Several books will be available to check out in the gathering space this Sunday. 

Begin reading as soon as possible and join a Sunday morning (8:45-10am), Monday 

evening (7-8:15am) or Thursday lunch (Noon-1:15pm) discussion group which will meet 

in the following sessions: 

Session 1:  Discussion groups for chapters 1-16 meet on 8/12, 8/13 or 8/16 

Session 2:  Discussion groups for chapters 17-33 meet on 8/26, 8/27, or 8/30 

Session 3:  Discussion groups for chapters 34-46 meet on 9/9, 9/10 or 9/13 

 

 

I am about half-way through the book, and have found it interesting so far, and 

especially appreciate the author’s honesty and openness regarding her own struggles 

exploring such a difficult topic. I also appreciate the ways it challenges me to look at 

issues of race and racism from perspectives that may be different from my own. I hope 

you will consider attending a book discussion group and joining us for the event at First 

Presbyterian on Sept. 17th.   

 

In Christ, 

Charlie Lee  
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