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CALLED TO WORSHIP, EMPOWERED TO SERVE 

MINUTES OF THE STATED SESSION MEETING 

July 15, 2018 at 6:00PM – Fellowship Hall 

 

  

This was a special purpose, two-hour Session workshop where we conducted no formal business.  The meeting 

was to advance Session in forming a vision for Starmount.  We are moving beyond the 2016 Mission Statement, 

which was a product of our pastoral search, to determine where God is now leading us. 

 

OPENING REMARKS   
Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee opened the meeting in prayer.  He briefed us regarding an objection a church member raised 

concerning the subject matter of a sermon delivered last month.  This congregant had told Charlie that some other 

church members also objected, and asked that Session vote on limiting the content of sermons in the future.  

Charlie explained that the content of sermons is not among the duties of ruling elders as listed in W-2.0303 in the 

Book of Order. Session, therefore, may not vote on the matter.  The responsibility for sermons falls to the minister 

of the Word and Sacrament, per W-3.0301, which specifies that -  

  

. . . [t]he Word proclaimed shall be based on the Word written in Scripture. Preaching requires 

diligence and discernment in the study of Scripture, listening for the voice of God through the 

discipline of daily prayer, theological reflection on the message of the gospel, sensitivity to the 

context of the congregation, attentiveness to what the Spirit is saying to the church, awareness of 

events in the world, and consistent and personal obedience to Jesus Christ.  

 

Charlie and Kathryn made it known that they welcome further discussion. 

 

DISCERNMENT ACTIVITY 

We then shared a meal, dividing into three groups to discuss: 

 

 Matthew 7:15 - 20 (Good TREES make good fruit; we can foster trees, sharing the fruit with community.) 

 John 15:1-8 (We can prune bad VINE branches to promote good growth; use talents for greater good.) 

 Mark 4:13 - 20 (To grow from SEEDS, we must do more than just attend Sunday services.) 

 

Building on the June Session meeting, we began expanding on the core values ranked as follows in Starmount’s 

2016 Mission Statement:   

1) Worship and Music;  

2) Community Services/Mission/Evangelism through Service;  

3) Education, and  

4) Congregational Care and Fellowship.   

 

We need to determine what is distinctive about the way we engage in these four practices;  what aspects of our 

congregational life set us apart from other churches and other organizations; and where we should be making our 

greatest investments of time and energy. 

 

The elders next circulated among four posters, each poster specifying one of the above-noted four core values.  

The elders recalled particular activities that contributed to the church’s successes, placing post-it notes on each of 

the four posters, using “so that” statements to indicate not only an activity, but its purpose.   
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Finally, we drafted preliminary “so that” statement as the reasons behind Starmount’s core values: 

  

 Worship & Music:  We worship to reveal and share the glory of God through Word, song, and deeds, so 

that we nurture our faith within ourselves and the community at large.  We use music to enhance the 

worship experience, through the talents of its participants and the diversity of the program.  

 

 Community Service/Mission/Evangelism through Service:  We provide outreach and community service 

so that we might use our unique talents and resources to not only better ourselves, but also provide other 

communities and those in need, both near and far, the chance to experience Starmount’s “version” of 

God’s love and caring.  

 

 Education:  We foster Christian education as the foundation for worship, fellowship, and service 

according to God’s Word.  

 

 Congregational Care & Fellowship:  We provide Congregational Care and Fellowship so that all are 

genuinely accepted, included, and cared for, which allows for the learning and understanding of Jesus’ 

message and reflects God’s love for all of us. 

 

The meeting ended in a circle prayer. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  August 19, 2018 at 7:00 PM in Room 319  

 

AUGUST OPENING PRAYER: Anna Lewis      AUGUST CLOSING PRAYER:  Martha Bursey 

 

 

 

____________________________________                        _______________________________ 

Dr. Rev. Charlie Lee, Moderator                         Barbara Newbauer, Clerk of Session 
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

 

1. Roll:  The elders who were present, are shown here in BOLD. 

 

 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020 

Steve Blackwood Drake Dowler Jack Barry 

Kim Dawson Elaine Gustafson Martha Bursey 

April Hamilton Barbara Newbauer Cathy Ingram 

Anna Lewis Mary Overman Cuyler McKnight 

David Buchanan Susan Porter Ginger Walton 

 Matt Winters  

 

Staff: Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee (Head Pastor and Moderator) and Rev. Dr. Kathryn Campbell (Associate Pastor) 

 

2. Worship Attendance Report 

 

 2016 2017 2018   2016 2017 2018 

Jan 166 163 165  July 156 158  

Feb 183 196 180  Aug 179 165  

Mar 231 186 174  Sept 174 177  

April 188 219 195  Oct 175 170  

May 175 168 162  Nov 186 172  

June 180 184 164  Dec 199 248  

 

Average weekly attendance to date 2018:  173 

 

3. Membership Report - Total active members June 17, 2018:  391 

 

Total active members July 15, 2018:  391 


