
Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve

“Stewardship. What do you think of when you see that word? Many of us think immediately
of money. We recall that time in our congregation’s life when we are asked to make a
financial commitment for the coming year. At some level, however, we are aware that
stewardship is more than money. Stewardship is how we live out our calling as followers of
Christ. Stewardship is how we use our God-given gifts; it is how we use our talents, our time,
and our resources. Stewardship is the way we use all our resources to carry on Christ’s work
of reconciliation in the world. Stewardship is what we do after we say that we believe.”
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This helpful explanation of stewardship comes from the introduction to the Presbyterian Foundation’s
Stewardship Manual. I particularly like the way the last sentence frames the practice of stewardship saying,
“Stewardship is what we do after we say that we believe.”.

The theme verse for our stewardship campaign this year is from the book of Acts 2, and it describes in vivid
detail what those in the early church did after they proclaimed belief in Jesus Christ. 

“Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who
believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple,
they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts.” – Acts 2:43-46

After they believed, those in the early church served others, worshipped together, and shared their resources.
After they believed, they held nothing back and devoted themselves fully to serving Christ within their shared
community. After they believed, they were overcome with gratitude for God’s grace and responded with “glad
and generous hearts.”

We might not always think of it this way, but stewardship season in the life of the church really is a gift. It is so
much more than just a few weeks out of a year when we begrudgingly listen to talk about money. It is a sacred
time when we are invited to prayerfully review and consider how we put to use all of the resources God has
blessed us with. It is a time when we think about our priorities and listen to how the Holy Spirit may be calling
us to live differently. It is a time when we reflect on how we might respond to God’s grace with “glad and
generous hearts.” 

Stewardship Sunday is scheduled for Nov. 13th. Leading up to that day, you will be receiving letters and
seeing videos that will share the impact the ministries of Starmount Presbyterian Church are having on those
both inside and outside our walls. I pray that those stories of transformation might touch your heart and move
you to give with “glad and generous hearts.”

In Christ,

Charlie Lee



on
 

Christmas Cantata

We would also like to invite you to musical
worship on Sunday, December 18, to
celebrate Advent and the coming of
Christmas with the cantata "Canticles in
Candlelight" by Joseph Martin. Our chancel
choir and a few guests will sing this inspiring
work, accompanied by an orchestra of
strings, woodwinds and more, which will be
certain to brighten and enrich your
Christmas season! 

Music "Notes"
written by Bob Overman

Hymn Sing

Please join us at 2pm on Sunday afternoon,
November 13, for a traditional hymn sing!
We'll meet in the section of the sanctuary
nearest the choir loft and with the help of
Michael Parker and several members of the
choir, we'll sing through some favorite hymns
- all taken from the "Favorite Hymns" list we
created a few years ago. We will provide a
very brief introduction to some of the hymns
and then sing them together. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to share fellowship
through music and we hope you'll join us at
2pm on November 13! 

Hammers Ready
written by Kevin Kattmann

The Mission Ministry is excited to announce that
Starmount will be partnering with Tiny House
Community Development (THCD) and Glenwood
Together on a tiny house building blitz.  Glenwood
Together is a non-profit community focused
organization in the Glenwood neighborhood with ties
to local churches, schools, and residents.  The “blitz”
will be a three-home effort to kick start the new THCD
project on land at the corner of Freeman Mill Rd and
Willomore Street.  Site preparation and foundation
work are underway for a loft tiny house (sponsored by
Greensboro Day School), a single bedroom tiny house
(sponsored by Peak Academy), and a two-bedroom tiny
house that Starmount is sponsoring.  Workdays could
start as early as mid-November so watch for more
information in the coming weeks on dates of workdays
and how to volunteer/signup.  

Contact Kevin Kattmann with questions.

The Mission Ministry will be selling Christmas Honor
Cards beginning on November 27, the first Sunday of
Advent and continuing each Sunday through
December 18.  You can buy cards to honor your
friends with your donation to Greensboro Urban
Ministry, Habitat for Humanity, UKirk or Congo Farm
and Nutrition Program.  Each card is $5.00. You will be
sending Christmas greetings as well as helping a good
cause.

Honor Cards



All Church Retreat & Advent Workshop
Starmount is excited to offer another All-Church Retreat this
November! In 2021 we experimented with a new event for
fellowship, study and mission that brought church members of
all ages onto the church grounds.

The 2022 All-Church Retreat will take place across the weekend
of November 18th-November 20th. Friday night will bring us
together for dinner and fellowship, Saturday will include a
morning of study and conversation and an afternoon working on
a mission project together! Sunday morning worship will reflect
some of our themes from Saturday and will be followed by an
intergenerational Advent workshop. 

Our retreat theme follows the virtue that our young disciples talk
about during their Sunday school during the month of
November. Courage and bravery are something we need in our
everyday lives. Scripture and experiences remind us that we can
do hard things and face uncertainty with God's help. 

Registration links are available in your weekly emails and by QR
code. Let us know if you plan to attend! 

All Starmount Youth are invited to join us
for the Intergenerational Advent Workshop
on Sunday, November 20, during the All
Church Retreat.  Let us know you're coming
by using the QR code above to register.

Preschool Happenings
 

Thank you to the entire Starmount Community for your
support during our recent consignment sale.  We saw
increased numbers in consigners, volunteers and sales! 
 The success made it possible for us to donate many
items to refugee families and Backpack Beginnings.

The Preschool is currently selling cookie dough.  Order
forms can be found in the Gathering Space, Narthex and
the workroom.  If you are unable to come in please
contact Cindy Lee to order.

Advent
Workshop

Registration

Saturday
Session

Registration

The Church office will
be closed Thursday,

November 24 and
Friday, November 25

CONNECT WITH 
STARMOUNT

ONLINE:

Facebook Instagram starmountpres.org



 

we can again visit and meet outside our homes.

Our yoga classes have become a special place where we can get together once or twice a week with others who have
become our friends. We look forward to seeing friendly faces and sharing our lives with each other. If you could see and
hear how our classes look and sound as students gather before class, you would be swept up in the laughter, the
caring, the hugs, the welcome that the students share with each other. As one of our students put it – coming to yoga
feels like arriving at a haven of peace and welcome.

I researched the phrase “value of community” and found this definition: "Being part of an engaging community gives us
a sense of belonging…where we share personal relatedness and support perpetual growth of each other, ourselves,
and our environment". It is my hope that each person reading this article can find a community in which they can feel
this sense of support and belonging.

Since COVID we have developed the habit of keeping ourselves “safe” at home. We’ve learned that we can conduct our
lives through Zoom and order what we need from the internet. We can even order our groceries and pick them up
without getting out of our cars. Our new lifestyle may keep us safe from the virus, but it also keeps us from the casual
interactions with others that used to satisfy our need for connections. Who knew how important a simple exchange
with the cashier is to our well-being?

I urge you to find ways to speak to others. Break out of your isolation. Reach out to friends and family. Renew
friendships. Get out for a walk and say hello to people you pass. Take advantage of outdoor opportunities. Wear a mask
to church if you need it to be safe. You will feel better and so will the people you touch with your voice, your eye contact,
maybe even a hug.

For more information about yoga classes at Starmount, contact Jennifer Dowler at jennifer@drachrom.com or call or
text my cell at 336-312-9589 to learn more.

The Value of Community
 

written by Jennifer Dowler
 

As if we needed the lesson, our COVID years have taught us just how important it is for people
to interact with others. The enforced isolation, wearing masks that hide our expressions muffle
our words, being prevented from enjoying our usual get-togethers – all of these have damaged
our sense of community. Too many of us have felt isolated from our friends who usually brought
smiles and comfort to our days. It’s been difficult to re-establish our relationships even now that 

All are welcome to join us in the
Columbarium after church on
Sunday, November 6, for a Service
of Remembrance.



 

 
Program Background: 

 

The operation started with 100 chicks and one farm. They have started small farms at congregations of the 31st
Presbytery of the Congo Presbyterian Church (CPC).  In 2022 six new farms were started. 

Dr. N’Day, is the veterinarian and project manager for the new farm development and operates the hatchery that
supplies the chicks for the farms.  Years ago, she was selected to start an egg farm with 100 chicks. She is now
delivering 3000 eggs a week to local ministries. 

The Congo Farm Projects began with pigs but found there was no way to store the meat. Eggs provide a great source of
protein and do not need to be refrigerated. The program is run by Dr. N’Day, and through her leadership, the program
has grown. Dr. N’Day recognized the need for proper vaccination and specialty feeds to improve the chickens' health. 
 This recognition has allowed the flocks to have great survivability leading to farm success.

Starmount was instrumental in the startup of the first farm and in the continued support of the operation with
monetary donations to help supply building materials, solar array, feed grinder, harvest equipment, incubators,
hatchery, refrigerator, and truck. The eggs are taken by truck to the ministries and given to the local children. Only the
youngest children are given an egg because demand outstrips supply. Cathy and Mark showed some videos of the
operation, and we could see the difference between kids who receive nutrition in their weekly diet and those that don’t. 

 

Current State: 
 

Some questions were asked about sustainability within the Congo. Congo received their independence in 1961 from
the Belgians but were never trained in ways to sustain and grow its economy. So, the process is a continuation.  For
example, when Starmount got involved with the Congo egg farm, monies were being raised to build buildings, buy
equipment and supplies, and hire people. Now, the congregations that Starmount supports have taken on ownership
of the buildings, hiring, education, and setting the future direction. With that said, there is still a great demand for egg
farms, approximately 40. Starmount’s monetary support is through our participation in Pennies for Hunger.  These
funds are going to buy chicks that grow to hens and provide much-needed affordable protein to the people in the
Kasai and children in 5 nutrition programs.  

Monies collected from the Pennies for Hunger program and donations by individuals to Starmount Mission Ministry go
to support the Congo egg operation. At this point in time, Cathy and Mark were providing information on the ongoing
operation; however, they were quick to point out that demand strips supply, and the need is critical.  The videos which
Cathy shared can be seen on the Starmount website. Also, the Mission Ministry asked for Cathy and Mark to bring their
future requests to the church when they are ready to execute a particular need for the Congo Egg/Nutrition Program.  

Update on the Congo Farm/Nutrition Program 
written by Neil Huffman

On September 26, Cathy Coons and Mark Hammer presented information after church
on the Congo Farm/Nutrition Program, which is the new name for the program. Cathy
and Mark have not been there for several years because of COVID but are planning to
go next year. 

Many thanks to all who participated in Greensboro Urban Ministry’s (GUM) 42nd
annual CROP Walk, whether by walking or generously donating. We had eight
energetic folks from Starmount who made 12 laps around the coliseum concourse
(due to bad weather from Ian). We collected a total of $532, of which $133 will go
to GUM's Potter House. The remainder will go toward feeding the hungry in
various parts of the world through Church World Services. So, again, thanks to all
for your generosity.



 

BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays

11/1      Jack Barry
              James Edwards

11/2      Ewan Barry
              Lauren McSwain-Starrett
              Katherine Poole
              Brad Smith

11/3      Vera McLendon

11/5      Buddy Poole

11/7      Patricia Gibson  
             

11/9      Haywood Ingram
              

11/10    Mary Overman
               Lincoln Roth

11/11    Nancy Jones

11/12    Billie NeSmtih
               David Stubbs

11/13    KK Huffman
              Bruce Pugh

11/14    Durante Griffin

11/15     Carol Andresen
               Judy Dobson

11/16    Barbara Hochuli
               Tim Moffitt
               Frank Palmieri

11/18    Neil Huffman
              

11/20    Kris Kattmann
              

11/21    Emily Epps-Dawson

11/22    Nate Dorner
               Lukas Epps-Dawson

11/23    Barbara Spencer
               

11/26    Vera Baecker
              

11/27    Sarah Bain
              Eve Hatcher Peters
              Margaret Huffman

11/28    Will McClanahan
               May Williams

11/30    Bill Webber

 

GUM Food Drive
Thank You

The GUM Food Drive was
a huge success!
Starmount had 18
amazing volunteers
collect 5,838 pounds of
food and $591 dollars
over the two days for the
Greensboro Urban
Ministry food pantry! 

Each year our church provides Christmas gifts for the
children of Triad Health Project's clients. This year the
Angel Tree will be up in the Narthex the first Sunday in
Advent, November 27, 2022. You can choose a tag off the
tree with item(s) to purchase that we would like wrapped
with the tag on it and returned by December 11. Thank
you all!

2022 Angel Tree

Starmount Financials



 
Adult Books

Children’s Books

HISTORY CORNER

Babbit & Joan, a Rabbit and a Phone by Denise Turu. “I
loved this book! The story is told in a clear, non-rhyming
way, just a few sentences on each page, perfect for a
picture book. The pictures are wonderful: fun and
colorful and their style matches the tone of the
storytelling. The message of the book - moderation -
comes through without being preachy or overly
moralistic. Babbit learns he can leave Joan behind
sometimes. He discovers that he sees more of the world
around him when he does. And he can still have fun with
Joan when he returns from time without her.” Amazon
reader review 
Call no. E Turu 2020 

Truman written by Jean Reidy. “This is a cute book about
a pet turtle that gets worried when his caregiver, a little
girl, leaves and gets on a bus. He ventures out to go after
her and right when he gets to the apartment door, she
comes home and finds him. It's very simple and cute. It
gives the turtle's perspective of being small in a big
world.” Amazon reader review 
Call no. E Rei 2019 

Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality, Making
Space for God by Tim Stead.  “Explores how
practicing mindfulness can help Christians better
live out their faith. Stead explains what
mindfulness is and what is beneficial about it. He
also reflects on how it can impact what and how
we believe and seeks to find how mindfulness
enables our Christian faith to work for us.
Mindfulness practices that are designed to help
readers make space for God in their everyday lives
are included.”  From publisher  
Call no. 158 Ste 2016 

A Guide to Bible Basics by Tyler Mayfield. 
 “Provides a summary and chapter outline of each
biblical book to facilitate comprehension of its
fundamental story and subject matter. . . Presents
the basic content of the Bible with the conviction
that readers first need some level of
comprehension of the Bible's stories, poetry,
regulations, and teachings before addressing
theological, historical, and literary concerns for its
relevance today. Tyler Mayfield discusses
important people, places, and terms so that the
reader can quickly see the primary focus.” From
publisher 
Call no. 220.61 May 2018 

The Rent Collectors by Camron Wright. “Set in
Cambodia just after the decline of the Khmer
Rouge regime. The two main characters, Sang Ly
and her husband live in Stung Meanchey, a
garbage dump, and to survive they pick through
truckloads of trash every day, looking for things
they can sell. “The dump is filthy and dangerous,
and life is uncertain. Sang Ly’s young son Nisay's
health suffers from living in these conditions and
gang violence is a heartbeat away. Sounds grim,
but surprisingly enough the message running
through this story is one of hope, determination
and redemption. Sang Ly wants a better life for
her son and she is convinced that the path to this
dream is learning to read.” Amazon.com review  
Call no. F Wri 2012 

From the Session Minutes Nov. 21, 1983:

Stewardship Fair to be held at the church Nov. 3rd.
The Service Committee has been asked to have an
“exhibit” showing the church’s outreach to others. 

The Service Committee received a letter from the
representative for 6th congressional district.
“Starmount to receive a Presidential citation for
major contributions for involvement in the need
for solution of public problems. Simply stated, our
church is being recognized for its involvement and
dedication in promoting and encouraging
volunteerism in the community. Noel Garvin ends
the announcement with: “While this is a great
honor for our church, I ask that you be in prayer
that any accolades given to us will be redirected to
our Lord Jesus and used for His Glory.” 
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