
Faith Formation Committee 
March 1, 2020 
11:15 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
 
Attending:  Mary Jane Conger, Stephanie Dorner, Cindy Lee, Laura Roberson, Susan Porter, 
Ginger Walton 
Excused:  Kathryn McCrary  
 
Ginger opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Susan shared updates on the Wonderful Wednesday series, “Pillars of Wellness.”  The series 
will take place in the fellowship hall on March 4th, 11th, 25th, and April 4th. Traci Patton will be 
catering the meal.  The program is open to all, but registration is required if participating in the 
mealtime.  Susan requested volunteers with set-up and clean-up.  Mary Jane and Ginger 
offered help during some of the programs.  Susan thanked Cindy for arranging childcare. 
 
The Montreat Youth Conference will be July 27th – 31st.  Laura reported that 12 SPC youth have 
registered.  She needs a volunteer male chaperone for the conference.  Ideally, chaperones do 
not bring young children with them.  Reports from high school attendees have been that they 
prefer not to have younger children at the conference with them.   
 
Ginger shared Kathryn McCrary’s thoughts that PCUSA materials be used for children and youth 
programming.  Laura reported that she is using Faith Questions, which is a PCUSA curriculum 
for youth.  Average attendance for youth Sunday School is 7.  Laura stated that the group is 
involved in thoughtful discussions on Sunday evening, as timing is more conducive to such.  
Cindy stated there are no changes in attendance or any needs in Children’s Church.   
 
Confirmation classes started February 18th, meeting on Tuesday evenings weekly except for the 
week of spring break.  Per Laura, there are 4 confirmands.  Leaders are Cindy Dixon, Charlie, 
Kate Guthrie, and Laura. Confirmation will be Sunday, May 3rd.   
 
Cindy and Stephanie shared that they met with Hannah Vaughn regarding creative 
programming for families of children in 5th grade and under.  Parents of children in this age 
group will meet for lunch on Sunday, March 8th after church.  Lunch will be provided for the 
children downstairs, so the parents may have thoughtful conversation. 
 
Ginger and Cindy followed up with Libbi Gundaker regarding “Guinness and the Good News.”  
All agree that this is no longer an SPC initiative, as attendance has not been reflective of 
Starmount and no specific programming could be identified.  Per Libbi’s request, Ginger raised 
the question of the “Festivus” event and support from Faith Formation for material costs (paper 
products).  As this event is not connected with programming, the committee did not see a role 
for Faith Formation.  Cindy also shared concern that going forward, child care costs should only 
be associated with SPC programming.  The committee agreed that the cost of professional child 
care services and having staff (Cindy) on site should be reserved for programming. 



 
Mary Jane updated the group on The Inspired Bible study.  Average attendance has been 4 or 5.  
There are 2 sessions per chapter of the book.  Additionally, Mary Jane has facilitated our SPC 
book club, offering 2 different time options.  Participation in the book club discussions has been 
low (e.g., 2 per session).  However, the selected books are being checked out and enjoyed.  The 
book club will finish out this year. Mary Jane announced that she has 2 new library volunteers.   
 
Discussion was held regarding the Spring “Pop-Up Party,” that had been proposed last meeting.  
Following discussion with Pastor Charlie, Cindy and Stephanie determined that an Easter 
Sunday morning event for the church would be preferable to the Saturday before Easter.  The 
committee agreed.  The plan is to have an Easter celebration between the sunrise service and 
the traditional worship service. There is still a desire to hold a “Pop-Up Party” at Lindley Park 
sometime this summer.  
 
There are ongoing plans for VBS.  Cindy and Laura shared that they will be using the Wilderness 
Escape curriculum.  While it is creative and has great potential for engaging young children, 
there are some challenges with this curriculum.  Cindy and Laura are working with this and will 
share more as it develops. 
 
Mary Jane located the roster for the first SPC family retreat at Montreat!  The date was 
November 4th and 5th, 1995.  Ginger offered to contact some current members who have a 
history of attending SPC family retreat, and may be interested in being part of a planning group 
for the upcoming reunion retreat.  Cindy will be looking at intergenerational programming, as 
well as specific programming needs for children.  Ginger reported that Hannah Vaughn 
suggested a couples retreat at Montreat, but was also excited to hear of the planned 25th 
reunion at Montreat that could engage young families.  Cindy offered to be the point person for 
Faith Formation to communicate with the Fellowship committee, as both committees will 
collaborate to support this event.  Ginger shared that Richard Porter was meeting with his 
committee and may soon have a date for us. 
 
Laura recently spoke with a representative of The Green Foundation, a nonprofit that provides 
educational programs related to LGBTQ information needs.  The committee supports having a 
program for our youth first, followed by a churchwide program in the next quarter.  The 
program is entitled, “No Stupid Questions,” and seeks to educate the community on issues 
related to those who identify as LGBTQ. 
 
Ginger offered to draft goals to share with the committee over the next couple of weeks.  Cindy 
shared that a goal will be more young parents and a youth parent.  Having a youth 
representative, such as Elvice K., was also discussed. 
 
Laura closed the meeting with prayer. 
Next meeting:  Sunday, April 5th 11:15 a.m. 


