
SPC Missions Committee Minutes Mar. 8, 2020  
 5:30pm  
 Room 319 
Cathy Ingram, Chair; Charlie Lee, staff; Linda Anderson, Donna Bailey, Evelyn Garrison, Pat Hall, Neil 
Huffman, Kevin Kattmann, Katherine Poole, Cilie Sutton, Hannah Vaughan (those in bold in 
attendance) 
 

1. Opening prayer. 
2. Minutes from the February meeting were approved as distributed. 

3. Women’s WE Shelter feasibility study—Donna informed Session of our study and the possibility of 
using the laundry/shower facilities.  

4. Tiny House update—floor has been laid. Kevin made a plea during the church service for volunteers 
for the next workday so walls can be put back up. 

5. Community Garden update—Linda, Susan Preston and Martha Bursey shared a draft contract for 
leasing plots in the allotment garden. On March 29, there will be a meeting and potluck after church 
for those interested in leasing a plot. These will first be offered to church members. Then it will be 
open to the community. 

6. Refugee support update—Cathy updated the committee on the Konche-Mola family. African 
Services Coalition has asked New Garden Friends if they are willing to sponsor another family. They 
have asked if we are willing to partner with them. Cathy will write an article for the newsletter with 
an update about the family and asking if anyone is interested in helping with another family. 

7. Other updates: 
a. Bishop Abraham Nhial, one of the Lost Boys, visited Starmount recently. We discussed the 

needs of his ministry (i.e. sewing machines for the women, financial support for education 
of evangelists). On a motion by Cilie and a second by Hannah, we agreed to give $500 from 
our Mission gifts fund. Linda will finalize details for sending the money. 

b. Neil reported that we have 1100 bales of pinestraw to sell. Sale started Saturday. 9 youth 
are signed up to go on the mission trip to Atlanta over spring break. 

c. Neil reported that he has been going to Out of the Garden and getting bags of groceries for 
the children who come to tutoring to take home with them (175-200 lbs of food/week). Out 
of the Garden has to throw some food away because they don’t have the capability to 
distribute all of it. Neil will invite someone to come to our next meeting to talk about this 
and maybe the possibility of Starmount finding a way to help distribute the food.  

8. Matthew 25 church initiative—Cathy shared the initiative from General Assembly through 
Presbytery to encourage churches to identify themselves as Matthew 25 churches (Actively Engaged 
in the World). She will attend the Presbytery Advocacy Training session on this and will bring more 
information to the next meeting. 

9. Mustard Seed Community Health need for licensed clinical social worker—Cathy spoke with Dr. Beth 
Mulberry about needs they might have and she felt this was their greatest need because their social 
worker has taken another job. Cathy will get some more information about their budget. 

10. Goals for 2020 

 Identify major impact project for endowment funds 

 Better communication/education of the congregation about what missions we are involved with 

 Broaden volunteer involvement 
 Match volunteer opportunities to our volunteers 
 Identify skills/interests of our members  

(Kevin volunteered to do an inventory of current volunteer needs—numbers of volunteers 
needed for the mission outreach we’re already involved in.) 

11. Cathy will do an article for the April newsletter on refugee support. Donna will provide an update 
from the luggage drive (which is going well). 

 

12. Closing prayer by Charlie.  

Next meeting: April ?, 5:30pm 


