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CALLED VIDEO CONFERENCE MEETING OF THE SESSION 

STARMOUNT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

March 19, 2020 at 7:30 pm via ZOOM  

 

A matter required Session approval prior to the next stated meeting scheduled for April 19, 2020.   

Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee requested a video conference for a Session vote on Starmount’s next steps to 

minimize exposure to and the spread of COVID-19 illness in our congregation and the wider community.  

Specifically, Charlie asked for a vote to approve a letter that he and the elder task force (Jinny, Slade, 

Kevin, and Joy) drafted to outline church policy through the end of April, relative to COVID-19.   

Roll:  The elders shown in BOLD were present. 

Class of 2020   Class of 2021   Class of 2022 

   

Jack Barry Donna Bailey Jinny Buchanan 

Martha Bursey Joy Kronenfeld Stephanie Dorner 

Cathy Ingram Justine Koutou Mary Palmieri 

Cuyler McKnight Slade Lewis Kyle Webb 

Ginger Walton Kevin Shoffner Vicki Winters 

 May Williams  

 

Also present: Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee (Head Pastor and Moderator), Libby Wilson (Director of Finance & 

Administration), and Barb Newbauer (Clerk) 

 

Charlie Lee declared a quorum present and opened the meeting with prayer.  A lengthy discussion 

followed, addressing some details not covered in the proposed letter: 

 The church is providing Brenda Triplett with a computer to use at home so that she will not have to 

work in the church office.  Bruce Overman will set it up for her with internet access.  Calls to the 

church phone number will be automatically forwarded to Brenda.  

 Charlie will conduct staff meetings via ZOOM. 

 Charlie participated in an interfaith call with the Chief of Police and City of Greensboro’s Assistant 

City Manager Trey Davis to discuss limits on numbers or people attending an event or meeting (ten), 

funeral protocols, and Guilford County school closures (eight weeks), among other topics. 

 Starmount plans to keep Y’Mem employed doing a deep-cleaning of the church while it is closed. 

 Libby Wilson reported that keeping the preschool teachers employed while the school is not 

collecting revenue would result in a shortfall of approximately $30,000.   

 Libby said that tough decisions will likely be needed in many areas.  We are lucky in that the church 

is liquid, and we have designated funds.  We will continue to track pledges.  Thus far, we see a slight 

decrease in online pledges.  Billie Toney will collect mail regularly and deposit checks. 

 Cathy Ingram said that $500 (each) went out today to the YWCA emergency shelter and the Mustard 

Seed Community Health Center.  
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 Laura Roberson will conduct confirmation class meetings via ZOOM.   

 Laura canceled the planned mission trip to Atlanta. 

 AA on-site meetings and yoga classes have been called off. 

 Charlie is happy to share his ZOOM account with committee heads for virtual meetings. 

 We will not be delivering flowers to shut-ins this Easter. 

 The families of our tutored students are receiving food from Out of the Garden.  Charlie shopped for 

nonperishables (rice, beans, pasta) for these families. 

 Martha Bursey will coordinate a way for elders to call a third of our congregants each week. 

 

*   *   *   

Session MOVED, and seconded, that the March 19 letter (attached) be emailed without revision to all 

congregants on Friday, March 20.  It will also appear in the upcoming April mailed newsletter.  There 

being no further discussion, those elders present voted unanimously to APPROVE the motion. 

Charlie closed the meeting in prayer, and Session adjourned. 

 

____________________________    ___________________________ 

Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee, Moderator     Barbara Newbauer, Clerk of Session 
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Dear Starmount Presbyterian Friends, 
 

In this ever changing environment, I wanted to provide you with the latest updates here 
at Starmount.  Your Session continues to meet frequently in order to seek God’s guidance so 
that we might make decisions that are both civically responsible and faithful to our calling as 
Christ’s church.  You can read below the steps we are taking to address the growing health 
concern posed by COVID-19.    

 
Worship, Office, & Facility 

In-person worship gatherings and on-site activities are suspended until further notice.  
The building will effectively be closed.  Church staff will begin to work from home, and connect 
through digital platforms so that the work of the church may continue.  Staff can be reached 
through email and personal cell phones.  The main church number will continue to be in 
service, and will be set up to forward to staff members.  We anticipate to operate in this way at 
least through the end of April, at which time we will reassess.   

 
Virtual Worship & Faith Formation  

Starmount Presbyterian Church will continue to produce weekly offerings of worship led 
by our pastors and musicians.  These services will be recorded and posted to our YouTube page. 
Links to these video services will be sent out in our weekly emails.  Christian Education 
resources will also be provided for all ages.  We are also planning a mid-week devotional that 
will be posted to our Facebook page.  Since not all of our members can access these on-line 
resources, we will be producing a special edition of our monthly newsletter that will go out next 
week and include printed articles and suggestions on how to nurture one's faith during this 
time.      

 
Staying Connected 
 It has become clear over the last week that the effects of this health crisis will not be 
short-lived.  During this time, one of our highest priorities will be staying connected and caring 
for each other.  Church leaders are organizing a call list, or “phone tree” so that we may have a 
way for our entire church body to stay in touch.  This will be an important way for us to ensure 
that the physical, emotional, and spiritual needs of the members of our church family are being 
met.  If you do know or learn of individuals in our community who are in need, please contact 
the church office to let us know.    
 
Serving our Community 

We will be directing the mission efforts of the church to address those experiencing 
food insecurity and homelessness.  Two of our mission partners who are doing good work in 
these areas are the Emergency Family Shelter at the YWCA and Out of the Garden Project.  Both 
of these agencies are accepting non-perishable food donations.  We will have collection bins at 
the church positioned outside our front door if you would like to donate. If you would like 
someone to pick-up your donation from your home, or if you are willing to serve as a pick-up 
driver, please contact Laura Roberson (laura@starmountpres.org).   If you would like to provide 

mailto:laura@starmountpres.org
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a meal for 30 at the YWCA shelter, contact Cilie Sutton (ciliesutton@gmail.com).  Starmount is 
also continuing to serve those students and families involved in our weekly tutoring program.  
They are supporting these families both academically and with food assistance.  You may also 
make financial gifts to all three of these causes either through the church or directly to the 
organizations themselves.     
 
Communication 

We will continue to share information and updates as further developments occur.  If 
you haven’t already, please follow us on Facebook.  Ask your friends and neighbors in the 
church if they are receiving our weekly emails.  If not, forward them along, and have them 
contact the church office to update their contact information.  Also, when you receive these 
announcements, please help us by sharing them with others, especially those who you suspect 
do not have access to email or the internet.   
 

Finally, let us not forget the words that Jesus spoke to his disciples as they were at the 
last supper.  Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.”  Friends, 
during this time of social upheaval and uncertainty, let us lean upon the everlasting arms of our 
Savior Jesus Christ.   
       In Christ, 
       Charlie Lee      
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