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CALLED TO WORSHIP, EMPOWERED TO SERVE 

MINUTES OF THE STATED SESSION MEETING 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 at 6:00 pm, ZOOM 

  

 

 

1. Call to Order/Declare Quorum                                                                           Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee  

 

2. Opening Devotion and Prayer                                       Martha Bursey 

Contemplated I Corinthians on our new identities in Christ   

 

3. Clerks Report/Consent Agenda                                                     Barb Newbauer, Clerk of Session 

 Correspondence from Marcia Carmichael to Donna Bailey; thankful for Session’s discernment  

 Correspondence from the Presbyterian Counseling Center; thankful for monetary donation 

 MOTION to approve items listed on the Consent Agenda as follows:                       APPROVED 

The minutes of the June 21, 2020 stated Session meeting 

The minutes of the July 19, 2020 called Session meeting 

 Session then consented to depart from the stated agenda to hear Cindy Lee’s report 
 

4.   Status of Preschool for fall semester Cindy Lee/Jinny Buchanan 
The preschool is planning on opening in accordance with CDC and NC guidelines for early childhood 

education. Cindy has surveyed parents and addressed their concerns individually. All classrooms are 

accessible from outside, no need for hallway traffic. Parents will wear masks and drop their children 

off out of doors. Teachers, too, will wear masks, but children will not. Temperature checks daily. 

Increased cleaning requirements. A room has been set aside to accommodate children showing 

symptoms as they await arrival of a parent. No penalty for withdrawal from enrollment, and tuition 

will be refunded up to September 20. Financial situation is fluid. Some federal PPP money is still 

available from funds awarded in the spring.  

 

5.  Moderator’s Report Charlie Lee 

Charlie wanted feedback on the draft congregational COVID survey. There were no objections to the 

concept or wording of the survey. But how to get survey responses from congregants who may not be 

comfortable with an online format? Agreed to enlist our “calling teams” to engage that population. 

 

6.  Updates:  
 Report on August 15, 2020 Presbytery Meeting  Mary Palmieri 

The ZOOM meeting lasted over three hours. Approximately 200 attended. Salem voted to 

become a “Matthew 25” Presbytery, dedicated to the message of Matthew 25:31-46 to be actively 

engaged in the world and working toward eliminating racism, poverty, gender bias, and racial 

bias. Matthew 25 is a PCUSA-wide effort, identified by this logo:  
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 Next steps for 21-Day Challenge  Cathy Ingram 

Report deferred in Cathy’s absence. 

 

 Pennies for Hunger/Ornament Promotion  Cathy Ingram 

The drive-through collection was a great success, generating over $2,500, and providing the 

opportunity for a safe, family-oriented social event. Barb will, on behalf of Session and the 

Mission Committee write a letter of thanks to Cathy Coons and Mark Hammer for their 

tremendous contributions. 

 

 Report on YouTube worship  Jinny Buchanan 

Still working out a few kinks in the sound recording. Plans for a live ZOOM communion on 

August 23.  

 
7.  Action Items 

 MOTION from the Endowment Committee (Martha Bursey) to authorize a quarterly (rather than 

an annual) withdrawal of accumulated cash from the various investments to offset the volatility of 

the markets. Exception: no withdrawal should the stock value be catastrophically low in a 

particular quarter.         APPROVED 

 

 Discussion and possible action item – certain requests to open church for small group meetings 

and events. Proposals concerned: 

o Yoga Classes, specifically chair yoga indoors 

o Faith Formation small group indoors, particularly a planned book discussion in September 

o Rotary Scholarship Interviews - request by Salem Bullard is to hold their annual interviews 

on site in October 

o Moffitt Wedding - Shannon Moffitt is scheduled to hold her wedding here on Oct. 10. The 

family anticipates just the basic wedding party and the parents, 20-25 people. 

 

Current NC COVID guidelines under Phase 2 allow gatherings of ten people indoors, up to 25 

outdoors. Gyms and fitness studios are closed. Face coverings are required. Mary said that our 

insurance would not consider the church liable for any COVID illnesses, as long as we are 

following the NC guidelines. 

 

After considerable deliberation, Donna moved and Kyle seconded, that we approve the first three 

of the four proposals above as “indoor gatherings of no more than ten people.” The consensus 

was to delay any decision affecting the Moffitt wedding.  

 

Further discussion, however, raised the point that our yoga classes are held in a room which - if 

not strictly a gym or fitness center – essentially serves the same purpose. The deep breathing that 

accompanies yoga practice, as well as the age of most participants, raises the level of risk of 

contagion and serious illness.  With that, Donna moved to withdraw her original motion. Hearing 

no objection, the motion was withdrawn.  

 

The consensus was that we a) reconsider these requests once Governor Cooper gives guidance 

anticipated September 11, and b) regroup the COVID protocol task force formed last spring to 

provide recommendations to Session based on the latest NC COVID guidelines. 

 

 

8. Committee Highlights 

 Personnel Committee - staffing change regarding Church Business Administrator; new job 

description is in the works for a new hire.  Libby Wilson has agreed to assist with closing the 

books monthly and issuing the end-of-month reports. 
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 Round Robin: sharing status of committees 

 

9. Financial Report 

 

10. Prayer Concerns for the Dorners as they move to Clayton for David’s job, thankful that Stephanie 

will still be able to participate as an elder via ZOOM, Jim Fisher undergoing a second hip 

replacement, David Buchanan’s sister Donna in treatment for breast cancer, Cuyler for Charlie II – 

son of friends Charlie and Sherry Groves, Susanne McIntire undergoing knee replacement, Claudel 

Lassiter health problems, Cynthia Knust hand surgery, and Nan and Lee Goodson continuing health 

struggles necessitating treatment at separate facilities at River Landing. 

 

11. Closing Prayer                   Kevin Shoffner 

 

12. Adjournment 

                       

September Devotion –  Kyle Webb                    September Closing Prayer – Vicki Winters 

 

 

 

 

______________________________      ______________________________ 

Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee, Moderator            Barb Newbauer, Clerk of Session 
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_______________________________________ 

 

STATISTICAL INFORMATION 

 

1. Roll:  The elders shown in BOLD were present.  

 

Class of 2020   Class of 2021   Class of 2022 

   

Jack Barry Donna Bailey Jinny Buchanan 

Martha Bursey Joy Kronenfeld Stephanie Dorner 

Cathy Ingram Justine Koutou Mary Palmieri 

Cuyler McKnight Slade Lewis Kyle Webb 

Ginger Walton Kevin Shoffner Vicki Winters 

 May Williams  

 

          

Also present: Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee (Head Pastor and Moderator), Cindy Lee (Preschool Director), 

Barb Newbauer (Clerk) 

 

2. Worship Attendance Report 

 
 2018 2019 2020  2018 2019 2020 

Jan 165 154 171 July 150 134  

Feb 180 170 165 Aug 160 160  

Mar 174 175 1471 Sept 160 154  

April 195 191 ----2 Oct 162 157  

May 162 152 ----2 Nov 170 155  

June 164 147  Dec 218 184  

 

 

Average weekly attendance 2020 through mid-March:  161 

 

 

Membership Report - Total active members June 21, 2020:  392 

Death of John Ratterree June 30, 2020 

Total active members August 16, 2020:  391 

 

 

                                                      

 
1 Reflects the final two weeks of attendance (low) prior to the sanctuary’s closure due to COVID-19. 
2 Online (YouTube) services only, beginning March 15 


