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It was Sunday, March 15, 2020. It was the first Sunday (in what would turn out to
be a longer than expected string of Sundays) that the pews of our sanctuary
were not filled with folks offering up their praise and prayers while worshipping
God. It was the first Sunday that we traded our pew cushions for couch cushions
and our suits for sweatshirts. Instead of holding a bulletin or a hymnal in our
hands we held a laptop or a cellphone. It was the first Sunday
that I had to preach looking into the lens of a camera rather than in the eyes of the
congregation.
It has been a year since the world changed, and recently I have been reflecting on all we
have learned.
Church is not a building, we are a people. Like many things we have learned during this
pandemic, we already knew this to be true, but our understanding of this truth has reached
a whole new level. Of course we share a connection to our church building and have made
many memories within its walls. However, after spending time away from the building, we
have realized that our connections have endured because our connections are rooted in
this community of people whom we have resolved to care for and to serve alongside.
Mission endures, methods can change. In what seems like the blink of an eye, the church
was forced to reinvent the methods by which we worship, connect, and serve. While this
was difficult, we learned that we can stay true to our mission as a faith community even while
trying new things and exploring new possibilities.
Change is difficult, but we are resilient. Change is always difficult because it involves loss.
We certainly grieve and lament all we have lost over the last year. However, at the same
time, we have also learned that we are resilient enough as a church to experience loss and
endure the changes necessary to remain faithful to our God-given mission.
New learning for a new landscape. The post-pandemic church will be different than the prepandemic church. None of us know fully what this means yet, but we know it to be true. In
order to adapt to the new landscape, it will require each of us to learn new things and to
listen anew for the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
God is with us. I have never been more confident of this than after the year we have
endured. Like the Isrealites in the wilderness who encountered God, so too have we
encountered God in the midst of our own wilderness. In Deuteronomy 31, Moses says these
words to the Isrealites that I believe can serve as encouragement to us in the year that is to
come: “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid,... for the Lord your God goes with you;
he will never leave you nor forsake you.” Thanks be to God!
In Christ,
Charlie Lee
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Faith Formation

THE 37TH ANNUAL
March 15-19
Monday, March 15
Elektra Winds
(Laura Dangerfield Stevens, flute; Anna Lampidis, oboe;
Eileen Young, clarinet; Amber Spuller, bassoon)
Tuesday, March 16
Chris Dederer, organ
Wednesday, March 17
Jeanine Wynton, violin;
Grace Anderson, cello

Thursday, March 18
Grace Wepner Ludtke, harp;
Ricardo Gil, flute; Annah Oh, piano
Friday, March 19
Judith Saxton, trumpet;
Allison Gagnon, piano
Check www.starmountpres.org each day
for video links of our Bach’s Lunch performances.

SAVE THE DATE FOR
HOLY WEEK OBSERVANCES:

March 28, Palm Sunday
Palms to Passion
Outdoor Worship and Event
April 1, Maundy Thursday
Zoom Communion
April 2, Good Friday
Virtual Cantata
April 4, Easter Sunday
Outdoor Worship

Scenes from Starmount’s Drive-Thru Ash Wednesday Event
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Worship & Music
Music “Notes” for Lent and Easter
For a church that is not meeting in person,
there is quite a bit going on during this
Lenten season!
First, there is a change
in the Bach's Lunch
concert roster. Wally
West, our friend and
saxophonist
extraordinaire, has
sustained a back injury
and will undergo
surgery next week, so
he will be unable to record a concert for
Bach's Lunch this season. We wish him a
speedy recovery and hope to have him
back soon!
We are fortunate to have a wonderful trio
with harp, flute and piano ready to step in
and play some Mozart for us. Different genre,
same delightful quality of music! This trio will
feature Grace Wepner Ludtke, harp; Ricardo
Gil, flute and Annah Oh, piano. All artists are
faculty or graduate students at UNC School
of the Arts.

This work is based on traditional hymns and
is both beautiful and uplifting. Thanks to
Charlie Lee, Kate Guthrie and Nate Sell for
contributing the narration! We hope you'll
join us online on Good Friday to worship
through music and experience this stunning
work.

Lent is a
season for
sacrifice. Most
of you have
made more
sacrifices than
intended
through this
pandemic
and we are grateful to you and thankful for
your commitment to Starmount. One
sacrifice we have not had to make is in
music - thanks to your ongoing support and
faithfulness. We hope the music during this
holy season will encourage your faith and
lift your spirits. After all, it is you who have
made it possible!
Written by Bob Overman

The remainder of Bach's lunch remains
unchanged. Links for each performance will
be posted on our website each day. Find
them on the Bach’s Lunch page to enjoy our
37th annual event virtually this year.
For Good Friday, the Starmount Ensemble is
presenting "The Way of the Cross Leads
Home" by Mary McDonald. This has been
particularly challenging because several of
the movements connect and have to be
recorded together, making editing of
individual segments almost impossible. The
weather has necessitated the recordings of
the cantata be further separated than we
had planned, but this very committed and
professional ensemble has dedicated itself
to creating a memorable and moving
rendition of the Lenten/Easter story of Jesus.

2021 Stats
2021 GENERAL FUND PLEDGES
BUDGET vs. RECEIVED
Pledges
January
2021
Totals

Received Over/(Under)

$ 45,079 $ 49,121

$ 4,042

$ 45,079

$ 4,042

$ 49,121
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Lenten Discussion
Continues in March
Starmount started a
churchwide Lenten study
of the book, God and the
Pandemic, during the last
week of February.
Together, we are reading
the book—which is a
surprisingly quick read
given its lofty title, meeting in small groups to
discuss its themes and enjoying a sermon series
that explores questions from the book.
If you haven’t yet
joined a group, it’s not
too late! We’ll be
meeting all month until
Easter and you can
jump into a discussion
at any time. Check the
meeting times below
and contact Nate
(nate@starmountpres.org) to join a group.

Wednesday at 8:30am
with Nate in the Narthex
Thursday Zoom at 2pm with Mary Jane
Thursday Zoom at 6:30pm with Charlie
Sunday Zoom at 5pm with Kate
Tuesday Zoom at 6pm with Evelyn Nadler
Tuesday Zoom at 7:30pm with Laura
Thursday at 7:30am in Narthex
with Men’s Bible Study
Sunday Zoom at 11:30am for Youth
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Faith Formation
Join us for Palm to Passion Sunday
“When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem”
- Luke 9:51
Palm Sunday is always a bit reminiscent
of whiplash. We start with the joyful
hosannas of welcoming our Savior only
to know what waits in store for the
week ahead. How should Christians
celebrate this day? An obvious answer
is this: we come together. Mark your
calendars for Palm Sunday when we
will have outdoor worship (complete
with waving palms and hosannas!) as
well as activities following worship to
prepare us for Christ’s Passion. Holy
Week devotionals, stations of the cross,
and crafts appropriate for all ages will
be available after worship. Join us as
we prepare our hearts and minds for
the final leg of our Lenten journey
toward the cross.

SPREAD THE WORD
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Re-assessing

March
Birthdays!

It’s been one year since all our lives
changed in March 2020. We’ve
lived through many of the stages of
grief: denial, anger, bargaining,
depression, acceptance.

1 Shirley Vann
2 Jan Epps-Dawson
Anne Thorn
3 Kevin Shoffner
6 Lib Bray
Judy Reynolds

19 Teri Craven

7 Atem Ajak

Dan Johnson

9 David Buchanan

Mayar Ayuel

12 Gary Anderson
Susanne McIntire

21 Mike Fitzpatrick
22 Brenan Winters

Carter Walton

Josie Starrett

Owen Johnson

23 Karen Niemczyk

13 Elizabeth Paashaus
Kathryn Wisnoski
14 Ray Penvose

17 Connie Kronenfeld
Ren Reynolds
18 Joel Ritter
Matt Winters

And now we have tentative hope. There is a
vaccine even if we don’t know when we can
finally schedule an appointment. The
Brenda Valle
percentage of positive tests has again
Cindy Lee (staff)
dropped from the scary numbers near 15% to a
Becky Deakins (staff)
little over 6%. More people are realizing that
Carly Miciotto
wearing masks really does help reduce
transmission rates.
Darby Winters

24 Carter Nelson
26
27

16 Brenda Campbell
Mary Vigue

Think back to your own reaction when we
were told last year that our lives had to come
to a hard stop. Many of us had reactions like “I
don’t believe this” or “This can’t be true.” After
a few days or weeks of quarantine, our internal
dialog changed to “They can’t tell me what to
do” or “How dare they interfere with my
plans!” Then “If I can just keep safe for another
month, surely this will be all over.” Depression
and acceptance keep switching places: “I
can’t stand this anymore” to “Oh, well, I guess
this is just how it’s going to be.”

28

30

Rebecca Stubbs
31 Lilly Bursey

Now we can begin thinking and planning for
what comes next. Maybe with the approach
of spring with its eternal message of hope and
new life, we can begin to leave the winter of
seclusion behind. Maybe we can cautiously
begin to plan carefully designed times when
we can see friends who have not been part of
our “safety bubble.”
My hope right now is that we can begin
planning for yoga classes – perhaps in April. By
that time, many of us seniors will have been
vaccinated and have some confidence in
leaving our quarantine spaces. With the
additional protection of the vaccine, surely the
many precautions of masks, separation,
cleaning, air purification, and sterilization will
be adequate to keep us all safe.
In the meantime, stay safe and remember to
move throughout the day. Namaste to all.
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Written by Jennifer Dowler

People
Presbyterian Women
Honor Brenda Valle
Every church has very
special people who
dedicate themselves to
being helpful however they
can, and Starmount
Presbyterian Church is no
different. One of these
dedicated people is Brenda
Valle, who has tirelessly
given of herself in many ways. She is one of those
knowledgeable “go-to” people.
Brenda has been PW Moderator several times;
Sunday School teacher for many years with her
husband Scott; helped with Higher Ground, many
times setting up and serving by herself; helped
with YWCA meals; helped with all types of needs
in the church office; and helped at the front desk.
She is knowledgeable about ALL aspects of the
church. She has helped organize receptions for
funerals and more joyous occasions (many times
doing so alone). She has delivered meals to
members in need. She has been on the Session.
She has been a circle leader and Bible teacher.
Starmount Presbyterian Women have honored
Brenda for all she has done with gifts to Higher
Ground and Out of the Garden Project.
Many thanks to Brenda for all she has
contributed!
Written by Cilie Sutton

Introducing Starmount’s Office
Administration and Operations
Manager,
Anne Cullinan
Anne comes to
Starmount after
working at Holy Trinity
Day School in
Greensboro as the
preschool's office
assistant. Prior to
that, Anne and her family lived in Monroe,
CT where she worked as the Sports and
Gymnastics Director for a local YMCA for
11 years.
Anne grew up in Connecticut and
received a BA in Psychology from
Marietta College in Marietta OH. She and
her husband Kevin relocated to
Greensboro in the summer of 2017 with
their two boys John and Ryan. Much of
Anne's spare time is spent cheering on her
boys on the lacrosse field or the swimming
pool..
We are so excited to have Anne on our
staff! If you’re at the church in the coming
weeks, please step in and introduce
yourself.

Unable to View Our
Worship Service Online?
If you would like a copy of the
sermon transcript mailed to you,
please contact Anne
at 336-299-8131.
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Missions
Announcing a New Mission
Partnership with Out of the Garden!
As you may know, East Greensboro is
considered a food desert. We are pleased
to announce that Starmount will be
sponsoring an Out of the Garden Food
Market at Faulkner elementary school
beginning Tuesday, Feb. 23rd at noon.
Starmount will sponsor this market each
month on the 4th Tuesday.
What a wonderful
opportunity we’ve
been given to feed
those who lack funds
and/or transportation
for fresh food!

This is not just a financial opportunity for
Starmount. Members who wish to contribute
their time can volunteer for this market by
signing up on the OOTG web site. Look out for
a link to the sign-up in your weekly emails. As
the Covid pandemic restrictions lessen (and we
all get vaccinated!) our hope is that MANY
members of our Starmount family will volunteer!

Support the Latest Mission Drive
The current Mission Committee drive will benefit
many of our partner agencies including the IRC and
the YWCA Family
Shelter. Of particular
need right now is
high efficiency liquid
laundry detergent,
cleaning supplies,
and paper goods.
We were able to
deliver the laundry
detergent to the IRC
last month and they
were so grateful!
People are quick to think of blankets and coats, but
laundry detergent is in short supply and they go
through it quickly! The Y shelter has similar needs
and they particularly requested cleaning supplies.
There is a bin outside the church door for collection.
Please help us stock these agencies!
Blessings and Peace,
Mission Committee
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Fellowship
Light Up the Lot Warms Up Our Cold, Wet Winter
Thanks to all who have joined us for our Light Up the Lot events in January
and February. We braved the cool weather with fire pits and hot
chocolate, good music and even a little dancing!
Although behind masks and from 6-feet away, there’s nothing like smiling
eyes and in-person fellowship to warm the heart during this cold winter.
We’ll take it!
After a break in March, we’ve got a big concert planned for late April.
Stay tuned for more information!!

Monday, March 22, 8:30pm
9

I’m registered, now what?
 Keep your login and password in a
safe place so you can use it later.
Last month, Starmount upgraded its database
system from ACS to REALM! It was a necessary
step to manage church activities, member
contact info and online giving with added
security features and capabilities that will help
us with post-pandemic procedures.

We are thrilled to announce that at press time,
we have over 100 members who have already
registered. This is amazing! We thank you for
your diligence and your patience with this
process.
If you haven't’ registered yet, you can do so
anytime using the emailed invitation that you
received on February 1st. If you can’t find that
invitation, please contact Sheila for a new
login code.
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 Download the Realm Connect App
on your smartphone.

 Check your contact information
and make sure everything is
accurate. Upload a recent photo
for your profile pic!

 Consider using the app to give
online and track your gifts to the
church.

 Use the newsfeed to communicate
within your groups. Check
committee minutes, get reminders
of church events, and post
messages to other members of your
groups.

Library Recommendations
Braving The Wilderness, The Quest for True
Belonging and the Courage to Stand Alone by
Brene Brown. “Brown redefines what it means
to truly belong in an age of increased
polarization. He argues that we're
experiencing a spiritual crisis of disconnection,
and introduces four practices of true
belonging that challenge everything we
believe about ourselves and each other. She
writes, ‘True belonging requires us to believe in
and belong to ourselves so fully that we can
find sacredness both in being a part of
something and in standing alone when
necessary. But in a culture that's rife with
perfectionism and pleasing, and with the
erosion of civility, it's easy to stay quiet, hide in
our ideological bunkers, or fit in rather than
show up as our true selves and brave the
wilderness of uncertainty and criticism. But true
belonging is a daily practice that demands
integrity and authenticity. It's a personal
commitment that we carry in our hearts.’”
From Publisher Call no. 158.2 Bro 2017
The Line Becomes a River, Dispatches From the
Border by Francisco Cantú. “A beautiful,
fiercely honest, and nevertheless deeply
empathetic look at those who police the
border and the migrants who risk - and lose their lives crossing it. In a time of often illinformed or downright deceitful political
rhetoric, this book is an invaluable corrective…
For Francisco Cantú the border is in the blood:
his mother, a park ranger and daughter of a
Mexican immigrant, raised him in the
scrublands of the Southwest. Haunted by the
landscape of his youth, Cantú joins the Border
Patrol…Plagued by nightmares, he abandons
the Patrol for civilian life. This is a former Border
Patrol agent's haunting experience of an
unnatural divide and the lives caught on
either side, struggling to cross or to defend it -Provided by publisher.
Call no. 363.285 Can 2018

The Big Umbrella by Amy Bates. “A spacious
umbrella welcomes anyone and everyone
who needs shelter from the rain.” Call no. E
Bat 2018
The Color Monster, A Story About Emotions
by Anna Llenas. “One day, Color Monster
wakes up feeling very confused. His
emotions are all over the place; he feels
angry, happy, calm, sad and scared all at
once! To help him, a little girl shows him
what each feeling means through color. As
this adorable monster learns to sort and
define his mixed up emotions, he gains selfawareness and peace as a result.”
Call no. E Lle 2018

HISTORY CORNER
Starmount Easter Celebrations
From Years Past

Flowering of the
Cross in 2016

Egg Hunters in 2018

Palm Wavers in 2018
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Church Staff
Pastor and Head of Staff
Reverend Dr. Charlie Lee
Ext. 116 charlie@starmountpres.org

Director of Youth & Refugee Ministries
Laura Roberson
laura@starmountpres.org

Church Business Administrator
Sheila Beane
Ext. 117 sheila@starmountpres.org

Pastor For Christian Formation
Reverend Nate Sell
Ext. 113 nate@starmountpres.org

Preschool Director and
Director of Children’s Ministry
Cindy Lee
Ext. 124 cindy@starmountpres.org

Administrative Assistant
Anne Cullinan
Ext. 110 anne@starmountpres.org

Parish Associate
Reverend Dr. Kate Guthrie
kate@starmountpres.org
Director of Worship Arts
Robert Overman
Ext. 120 bob@starmountpres.org

Communications Coordinator
Becky Deakins
Ext. 115 becky@starmountpres.org
Pianist/Organist
Michael Parker
michael@starmountpres.org

Accounting Clerk
Billie Toney
Ext. 111 billie@starmountpres.org
Volunteer Church Librarian & Historian
Mary Jane Conger
Ext. 119 mjcreading@hotmail.com
Custodian
Y’ Mem
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