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Discerning The Way Forward
In late 2019, Starmount Presbyterian Church engaged in a period of discernment
in which we prayerfully considered God’s calling upon this congregation. Many
of you participated in the large “Discovery Meeting” and in the many small
group “Impact Meetings” that were a part of that process. Using the input you
provided during these meetings, the Discernment Team and the Session created
an “Impact Plan” for the church. The three main goals of that plan were summarized by
three statements:
Building Loving Connections - Sharing Hope through Service - Inspiring Faith in God
These goals were approved by Session early in 2020; however, their implementation and roll
out were deterred by the pandemic. Now that we are slowly emerging from the pandemic,
we must re-examine how these goals can be achieved, while also applying all the lessons we
have learned over the last 18 months. This work of discernment is particularly important now
due to our pastoral staffing transitions. With the departure of Kate and Nate, we need to
make some decisions on the appropriate level of pastoral and program staff moving
forward. This is also an appropriate time to examine the committee structure of the church,
so that both the committee structure and staffing pattern can work together to better align
and support the goals of the church.
In order to uncover the answers to these important decisions we must once again, rely on the
wisdom of this faithful congregation and guidance of the Holy Spirit to discern the way
forward. Since we currently have a reduced pastoral staff, the Session has procured the
services of an experienced church consultant, Dan Halloway with Pinnacle Leadership
Associates, to help lead us in this effort.
We have asked Dan to help us examine our staffing pattern as well as our committee
structure, so that moving forward we can better align them with the goals of the church that
were set forth in the Impact Plan adopted by Session in early 2020. Dan’s role as a consultant
will not be to come in and give us the answers. This is our work as a congregation to do.
Instead, he will lead a process by which church leaders, congregation members, and church
staff will all have a voice and an opportunity to share their thoughts and perspectives. This will
be a process in which we seek to learn and reimagine a “way forward” that will ensure this
congregation can continue its vitality and faithfulness to God’s calling.
This process began during the last week of May when Dan met with a small group called the
“Way Forward Group.” This is a small, ad hoc committee that will help the consultant
facilitate this process. The members of this group were selected from a list of nominations put
forward by current Session members and then invited by the Clerk of Session, the chair of
Personnel, and myself. The members serving on the Way Forward Group are: Steve Royal,
Betty Wade, Richard Porter, Elaine Gustafson, Kim Dawson, Kyle Webb, and Sarah Bain.
(Pastor Charlie’s message continues on Page 2)
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“The Way Forward” Cover ArticleFaith
(continued)
Formation
During this initial phase, the Way Forward Group will be conducting background studies,
collecting information, and getting organized. In the next phase, they will begin to engage
the congregation through various methods. In the final phase, results will be shared and
recommendations made for Session approval and/or action. The entire process should last
6-8 months.
Join me in thanking this group in advance for their willingness to serve and for their work on
behalf of the congregation. I hope you will also join me by choosing to participate in this
important process over the next several months. One of the foundational elements of
reformed theology that we hold to as Presbyterians is that the Holy Spirit speaks through the
collective church body, and not just a select few. Therefore, in order for us to best discern
where the Spirit is leading us in the future, we will need to hear from each and every voice
within the congregation.
I am excited about what God has in store for the future of our church and I hope you feel that
same sense of excitement. May God grant us ears and hearts to hear where we are being led
as a community of faith, and also the courage to follow.
In Christ,
Charlie Lee

Rezoning of Our Neighboring Property
In May, the Session was made aware of a
rezoning request for the property next to our
church owned by the Koury Corporation.
Representatives from the Session and the chair
of Buildings & Grounds attended an initial
presentation of Koury's plans for the site. These
plans were shared at a special called Session
meeting. A Rezoning Task Force was
appointed, and they engaged in a second
meeting with representatives from Koury to
discuss questions and concerns.
Representatives from Starmount
also attended the city rezoning
meeting on May 17th at which
the rezoning request was
unanimously approved.
The site plan Koury presented
includes a new medical office
building and parking deck that will
be constructed close to Market
Street. A 190-250 unit apartment
complex will be constructed on the
property nearest to the church.
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Construction on the office building may
begin before the end of this year, while
the construction on the apartment
complex is not anticipated to begin for 18
months or more. The representatives from
Koury Corporation have assured us they
will work with us on any concerns or issues
that arise. We look forward to welcoming
some new neighbors to our block and
inviting them to be a part of our
Starmount community!

SPC
Property

Worship & Music
Welcoming People Back to Church
(While Continuing to Bring Church to the People!)

Returning to the sanctuary for worship is like
watching your child take his first steps. Each
careful baby step is received with pride and
joy. We opened in May to smaller groups and
strict guidelines, but changes in statewide rules
for gatherings have led the COVID Task Force
to make new recommendations for worship.
We are excited to announce them below!

 Max capacity for Sunday Worship has been





extended to 100! Continue to register for
worship the week of, but do so without
concern about “taking someone else’s
spot”. Call the church (336-299-8131) if you
know anyone in the community who would
like to join us on Sunday. Childcare is
available.
Social distancing continues, but more pew
sections have been opened for seating.
Masks are now optional for vaccinated
attendees!
Congregational responses and hymn
singing will be phased back in. Hymnals
and bibles will return to the sanctuary. Look
for slides to cue the congregation to
participate and pull the bulletin up on your
smartphone.

Except for minor glitches, livestreaming worship
each Sunday has also been a positive
experience. Livestreaming takes Starmount
services to the people wherever they may be.
From now on, you’ll have the option to attend
worship on vacation, share services with family
members, or send our live links to friends who
are looking for a church home.
It feels so good to get back into the sanctuary
and take steps towards resuming our
traditional worship routines. Stay tuned to your
weekly emails for other amendments to our
COVID policies as they roll out. We hope your
family will take advantage of the worship
options that are offered this summer at
Starmount.

Building Usage Amendments
to COVID Policy
Although many committees have enjoyed
the convenience of meeting via Zoom
from home, there are certain groups who
are ready to get back to meeting at the
church. With recommended indoor
guidelines changing, the COVID Task Force
has worked with Session to establish new
rules for the use of the building. Under the
new building policy, all rooms of the church
can now be used with the following
restrictions:

 All rooms must be reserved.
 Only one meeting is allowed per day in
each room.

 Rooms can be used at 50% capacity to





allow for social distancing.
Masks are required when entering or
exiting your meeting, but can be
removed if all attendees are
vaccinated.
No eating or kitchen use is permitted.
Group leaders must clean the space
before and after meetings.

Contact Anne Cullinan to book your
upcoming meeting at Starmount.
anne@starmountpres.org
336-299-8131 ext. 110
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Fellowship
Starmount Keeps Fellowship Strong
with Monthly Outdoor Events
If you missed our concert
in the parking lot on April
30th, you missed a great
event that tapped into
all of the things we love
about our church family.
A crowd of approximately 125 gathered
for a concert with the Chatham Rabbits. A
beautiful spring evening set the stage for
dancing, family picnics, warm smiles and
introductions and exceptional music by a local
husband and wife duo. They told stories and
sang original music that reminded us of all that
we have been missing this year.
On May 28th, Starmount kicked off the summer
season with a tailgate party, complete with a
cook-out! It was a beautiful night to honor Nate
Sell & Kate Guthrie’s service to Starmount with
burgers and hot dogs, games and music.
The Fellowship Committee is committed to
keeping this vibe going all summer long. Other
concerts are planned, interspersed with
traditional summer activities that we missed last
year. Save the following dates and look out for
more information as the committee firms plans
for later in the summer.
Friday, June 18 at 6pm: BBQ and Bluegrass
Come out for a concert with Andy Eversole and
BBQ catered by Stameys. Like the cook-out, we
encourage families to bring their own sides and
drinks.
Friday, July 9 at 6:30pm: Grasshoppers’ Game
Enjoy a night at the ballpark with church friends.
Sunday, August 8, 4-7pm:
Pool Party at Hamilton Lakes
September/October: Outdoor Jazz Concert with
Martha Bassett & Friends. Back by popular
demand with dates and details TBA.
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Faith Formation
Starmount Youth Plans a Trip
to Montreat This Summer
Starmount’s long history of attending the youth conference
is something we have tried to continue these past two
summers despite obvious challenges. Last summer we had
our own conference in the Fellowship Hall and got to enjoy
some of the great parts of the conference in a safe way!
But this year, we want to get back to Montreat!
Since the larger conference is opening to a capacity that we are not yet comfortable with,
we will continue to be flexible in what we offer to our youth! After a year of chaos, we are
slowing down. Instead of joining the larger program, our group will stay in a house in
Montreat for a long weekend that combines the spirit and energy of the larger youth
conference with the slow and reflective nature that retreats provide.
The theme of our conference will be “Called”. We will dive into the complex characters that
God has called and how we, through unique gifts and identities, are also called into the
kin’dom of God.
If you’re an 8th-12th grader, contact Laura (laura@starmountpres.org) to save your spot.
Others, please pray for us as we embark on a new adventure.
Written by Laura Roberson

for Starmount Kids
and Families
Friday, July 9 at 6:30pm
Grasshoppers’ Game
Stay tuned for more information about
which section we’ll sit together in.
Sunday, August 8th, 4-7pm:
Family Pool Party
Come out to Hamilton Lakes for a Sunday
afternoon at the pool. Swim or play tennis.
Bring dinner or purchase from the snack bar.

6/11: SPY Movie Night
6/18: BBQ & Bluegrass
Outdoor Concert

7/28-31: MYC

Intergenerational VBS Coming in August
COVID has given the church time to re-examine our VBS format
and the missions it serves. For this year, Cindy Lee is working to
create an intergenerational event that can bring church families
together for music, bible study break-out meetings, mission projects,
fellowship and fun! Stay tuned for more concrete details on this
special summer program for members of all ages!
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People
Message from the Caring Committee:
It has been wonderful for many of us to return to the sanctuary for in-person worship, but
these services are also reminders that some of our older members are living in facilities which
don’t permit leaving for church on Sundays.
Although facility lockdowns are not as strict as they were, visitation is still limited for many
residents. Continue to keep them in your prayers. Call or mail a card to tell them that you
miss seeing their faces at Starmount. These small acts of kindness are so appreciated!
Please email mayparks@bellsouth.net if you notice any omissions in the listing below.
Abbotswood at Irving Park:
Barbara Spencer

Legacy Heights in Charlotte:
Barbara Vestal

Spring Arbor:
Ann Osborne

Friends Guilford:
Nancy Green
Peggy Holshouser
Connie Tate

River Landing:
Mary Alice Browder
George & Gaye Brown
Joan Bryan
Becky Garrett
Lee & Nan Goodson
Barbara Hochuli
Kathryn McCrary
Beverly Plybon
Jean Spangler
Beverly Utter
Nancy VanNorman

Twin Lakes:
Fred & Carol Andresen
Bill Webber

Friends West:
Phyllis Dadisman
Ann Donnell
Pat Hall
Claudel Lassiter
Jim Lowe
Ray & Delois Shelton
Heritage Greens:
Jack Bennett

Well Spring:
Brownie Owens
Helen Wood
WhiteStone:
Dewey Crutchfield
Jerry & Sylvia Davis
Jean Ann Finley
Woody & Alice Pearce

Nuth Yak will be graduating from Dudley High School
and will attend East Carolina University in the fall. Nuth
was a part of both the basketball and soccer teams
while at Dudley.

Sophie Vachon will be graduating from Grimsley High
School and will be attending GTCC in the fall. She has
loved her time playing lacrosse for the Whirlies and is
excited to continue her future plans.
Shannon Bomstein (Moffit) graduated from East Carolina
University with her doctorate in audiology and is currently
seeking employment. Her husband, Zach Bomstein,
earned his master’s in nutrition science at ECU. He will
begin his PhD in nutrition science at UNCG in August.
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Continuing Progress
We are seeing
continuing progress on
more than one front. The
CDC announcement
that masks are no longer
required for fully
vaccinated people was
welcome news, but it
comes with lots of caveats. There are
many levels of jurisdiction. The CDC
issues national guidelines, the NC
governor releases rules in place
statewide, the county/city councils
govern local regulations, and each
business (or church) makes its own rules
depending on the population visiting
their premises. So…no masks means
different things in different places.
Since April 20 when we opened classes
again, many of our long-time chair yoga
students have returned to class and we
are having a wonderful time moving
and interacting with each other after
being isolated. One thing we have
learned is that we can enjoy yoga even
with masks in place. Soon we may be
able to dispense with them during class
if everyone in the room is fully
vaccinated. Exciting news!
At this moment I do not have firm plans
to open more classes, but there is every
hope that we can soon invite our more
active students back to classes. These
students have been very patient for
more than a year and we are all looking
forward to seeing each other.
For more information, contact Jennifer
Dowler at jennifer@drachrom.com or
call or text my cell at 336-312-9589 to
learn more about yoga classes at
Starmount.
Written by Jennifer Dowler

June Birthdays!
1 Jackson Lee
3 Kris Landrum
Hannah Vaughan
5 Kelly Blanks

18 Hunter Huffman
Dodge Roth
19 Nancy Edwards
Courtney Butler
20 Roger Sutton

7 Allison Colmery
Harper Stevens

21 Campbell Buchanan

10 Carol Carpenter

22 Lucia Joy Folikouevi

11 Leslie Webb

23 Linda Anderson

13 Neal Johnson
14 Ann Parks
Frank Burton
16 Margaret Kinlaw
Lucy Hammer
Matt Winters, V

24 Rhonda Overman
27 Carol Royal
29 Kate Guthrie
John Moser
Mabelle Ndouba

July Birthdays!
2 Steve Blackwood
Nate Sell
4 Arthur Bain
Nate Shoffner
6 Jean Fisher
9 Lisa Moore

19 Elizabeth Folikouevi
20 Julie Stahr
21 Adrienne Hooper
Nuth Yak
22 Cynthia Hunt
Bagby Sparks

10 Deng Ayuel

23 Terry Preston

13 Steve Walton
Donna Bailey

24 Mary Roberson
Connie Fowler

14 Roe Dorner, Jr.
25 Mary Palmieri
Matthew Kattmann
Bruce Bursey
16 Susan Cochrane

26 Ry Porter

17 Parks Williams

27 Richard Porter
Lucy Turner

18 Gale Owens
Christie Winkler

31 Barb Newbauer
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Missions
2021 Mission Impact Project
On April 28,
Greensboro
Urban Ministries
hosted a group
from the church
to bless a
commercial
freezer that was
purchased this
year with a $19,145.81 donation from the
church’s endowment fund.
Each year, our missions committee names an
impact project, for which to earmark
endowment funds. Usually, this project
includes a hands-on volunteer effort. Back in
2020, we partnered with Tiny House
Community Development to build a house for
a neighbor experiencing homelessness. But in
2021, the impact of COVID and school
closings on local hunger initiatives was a
major concern. And with volunteer efforts
limited due to COVID restrictions, the church
searched for a better way to serve the
community during this unique time.

When Starmount learned that Greensboro
Urban Ministries’ commercial freezer
stopped working in late 2020, the search for
an impact project was over as Starmount’s
mission committee was quick to fill this need.
It was important to the church that
Greensboro Urban Ministries’ service to feed
hungry families would not be stalled during
this time of great need. This mission
partnership produced a new commercial
freezer for Greensboro Urban Ministries,
which doubled the amount of meat that
could be kept frozen at the food pantry!

Help Needed: Food Deliveries
Our tutoring program will break for summer, but its
volunteers will work to make sure food gets delivered
to our tutoring families who rely on school lunches to
feed their households. We need runners to pick up
donation bags from Out of the Garden and take
them to the families we serve. Please consider
helping with these weekly drop-offs.
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Tiny House Update
It has been a while but the tiny house
community Starmount’s house occupies is
moving along. When we put our house in
place about a year ago, it was the third
house on the lot in High Point.
Now that lot holds eight houses with two
foundations ready for the last two to be
constructed. It is really a great sight to see all
the little new homes. Due to COVID, the
company donating the windows has been
overwhelmed with orders, so these homes
are still waiting for windows. Once windows
are installed we’ll be back on site to hang
siding, paint, and eventually landscape.
Watch your weekly emails for volunteer
opportunities once we get to the next stage.
Written by Kevin Kattmann

2021 Stats

Summer Mission Collections
The Mission Committee is requesting two
items that are in demand for non-profits
that we partner with. Please drop your
donations in the bin outside the church
office door. Every little bit helps.
Fabric Tote Bags
for Greensboro Urban Ministries
Many people who come to the food
pantry are walkers or bus riders. Boxes of
food are not practical in these cases.
Therefore, the pantry workers put food
into sturdy tote bags. These bags,
however, rarely come back. Their stock is
low and we all probably have bags lying
around not in use.
Nutritional Supplement Drinks
for Triad Health Project
Nutritional supplements like Ensure, Boost
or Glucerna are incredibly important to
have on hand for Triad Health Project
clients who are battling illness. Please
help us stock THP’s pantry this summer!

2021 GENERAL FUND PLEDGES
BUDGET vs. RECEIVED
Month

Budgeted
Pledges

Pledges
Received

Difference
Over/(Under)

January

$45,079

$49,121

$4,042

February

$40,070

$52,403

$12,333

March

$41,740

$50,655

$8,915

April

$36,731

$36,026

$(705)

May

$40,000

$44,953

$4,953

$203,620

$233,158

$29,538

2021 Total

Look out for your August-September
Star Press in mid-August.
All articles must be submitted to
becky@starmountpres.org by 7/30.
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Life in the Love Bubble...
A Tribute to Starmount Preschool
Starmount Preschool has just wrapped up
an unforgettable year! When schools closed
in March of 2020, there were so many
unknowns. Our preschool had full classrooms
in a time when many local preschools were
shutting their doors for financial reasons.
Would our preschool families come back
after the shut-down? Would we be able to
keep our classrooms safe? What protocols
would we have to adopt and how would
our young students handle these new rules?
Cindy Lee was a fearless
leader of her staff as they
pondered these
questions and prepared
the preschool for an
October opening.
Students and families
were flexible, patient and
trusting of our staff. And
the preschool survived
the 2020-21 school year
with no closures due to COVID exposure.
After an unconventional year, the kids
enjoyed end-of-year celebrations on the
playground and the Pre-K class held an
official graduation on the sanctuary steps.

For more info, visit
starmountpreschool.com

Starmount Presbyterian Church has much to
be proud of in its preschool. As the
preschool staff closes this year, it looks
ahead to Summer Stars camps which begin
in June. In addition, registration is still open
for the 2021-22 school year, but classrooms
have only a few spots left. If you have
friends or neighbors with young children,
spread the word about the preschool that
families have nicknamed “The Love
Bubble”. Starmount Preschool undoubtedly
lived up to this nickname in 2020-21!

HISTORY CORNER
2001 Peru Mission Trip
Just before COVID hit, the missions committee was making plans
for an international missions trip. Our youth have attended missions
trips to DC, New Orleans and Jacksonville in
the past few years, but it has been a long
while since we embarked on a churchwide
mission trip out of the country.
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Back in 2001, Starmount sent a group to Peru.
It was an expensive endeavor, so the church
raised funds for “The Peru Crew” with a live
auction where members paid to prank friends and
neighbors with a flock of flamingos. (Orders were
also taken for flock protection.)

Library Recommendations
For Children:
Hattie & Hudson by Chris Van Dusen. “K-Gr 3—
Hattie is a young explorer who loves canoeing.
As she paddles along, she hums a happy tune.
Her singing intrigues a lonely green monster.
Curious, the gentle giant gazes into Hattie's eyes
and joins in the song. While the other
townspeople react with fear and loathing, Hattie
befriends the peaceful creature and names him
Hudson. When a town hall meeting is organized
to get rid of "the Deadly Beast," Hattie is
distressed and sagely says, "If only they knew
him." Together, Hattie and Hudson devise a plan
to dispel misconceptions. This eloquent,
evocative book about compassion is perfect for
sparking discussions on prejudice.” From School
Library Journal. Call no. E Van 2017
I Need a Hug by Aaron Blabey. “A tiny
porcupine just wants a cuddle. All of the other
animals turn him away because of his prickly
spikes. But finally the porcupine meets an animal
who's happy to hug -- a snake! With rich rhyming
text and unforgettably splendid illustrations, this is
a sweet story about friendship and learning not
to judge a book by its cover.” From publisher.
Call no.E Bla 2019

Nonfiction
Walking With the Wind, A Memoir of the
Movement John Lewis. “Congressman John
Lewis recounts his life, which began in rural
poverty in Alabama, and included leadership of
the movement to desegregate Nashville, a
speech at the 1963 March on Washington,
chairmanship of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee, and election to the
U.S. Congress from Georgia in 1986. "John Lewis
tells his story of struggle in the civil rights
movement, of comradeship in that community,
of its battles and triumphs."--Jacket. Call no.
328.73 Law 1998
Code Talker, the first and only memoir by one of
the original Navajo code talkers of WWII, by
Chester Nez. “His name wasn't Chester Nez. That
was the English name he was assigned in

kindergarten. In boarding school, he was
punished for speaking his native language.
Chester answered the call to defend his
country after Pearl Harbor. Navajo have
always been warriors, and his upbringing on a
N.M. reservation gave him the strength--both
physical and mental--to excel as a Marine.
During World War II, the Japanese had
managed to crack every code the United
States used. But when the Marines turned to its
Navajo recruits to develop and implement a
secret military language, they created the only
unbroken code in modern warfare--and
helped assure victory for the United States over
Japan in the South Pacific.” Call no. 328.73
Lew 1998

Fiction
Deacon King Kong by James McBride. “A
propulsive and comic neighborhood epic set
in the 1960s with a cast of characters that are
beguiling, boozed-filled, and larger than life.
When a young drug lord is shot in broad
daylight by a bumbling drunk known to
everyone as Sportcoat, the Brooklyn
neighborhood they live in is upended. As
Sportcoat comically and unknowingly dodges
the police, his actions ricochet around him,
igniting a web of drug wars, backdoor
dealings with mobsters, and church brawls that
demonstrate just how vital yet fragile
communities can be.“ Amazon.com review
Call no. F McB 2020
The Scent Keeper, A Novel by Erica
Bauermeister. "Told in a lyrical, haunting prose,
the story provides fascinating information
about the ways in which different fragrances
can impact human behavior and the struggles
of finding one's own identity. An artfully crafted
coming-of-age story that will take the reader
on an exquisite olfactory adventure." Other
reviewers compared Bauermeister’s writing to
Katherine Patterson, her description of scents
to Chocolat, the main character to Jane Eyre.
Call no. F Bau 2019
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