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Those words are a delight to our ears whenever we hear them.  No matter how 

far we have traveled or how long we have been gone, it is always good to 

come home.  For many over these last several months, our sense of home has 

brought on new meaning.  Ideally, our homes are places where we feel safe, 

places where we are nourished, and places where we know we are loved.   
 

This description of home applies not only to the place where we lay our heads each evening, 

but also to the community with which we worship.  Starmount Presbyterian Church is “home” 

for so many.  It is a community of people within which we have found safety, nourishment for 

our souls, inspiration to serve, and love for one another.   
 

On Sunday, September 12th, we invite everyone to join us for worship in what we are calling 

“Welcome Home Sunday.”  We encourage all who are able to gather for a special outdoor 

service and meal where we can reconnect with our church family and strengthen the ties 

that bind us together as a community of faith.  
 

During this service, we will begin to follow a “Narrative Lectionary.”  This is a different method 

of selecting the scriptures that guide our worship each week.  The purpose of the narrative 

lectionary is to guide us through the broad scope of the bible story from beginning to end.  

We will begin with Genesis in September and then move through the Old Testament 

throughout the Fall, leading up to Advent where we will engage in a special series called 

“Close to Home” and prepare ourselves to celebrate the birth of Christ.   
 

Whenever I am gathered at home with my family, and especially extended family, it doesn’t 

take long before the storytelling begins.  Family members are quick to share stories about 

events that were humorous, meaningful, or memorable.  The stories that families tell do more 

than just pass the time.  They help define our identity, and they shape the way we see the 

world around us.    
 

The stories we tell when we gather together at our church home work in much the same 

way.  The more we listen to and try to understand God’s story, as described in the whole of 

scripture, the more likely we will understand our place within that story.  Indeed, in a time 

marked with so much division, what unites us as Christians is our common story, a story of 

God’s redeeming love and relentless pursuit of humanity throughout the ages.  It is this story 

that reminds us what is important.  It is this story that defines who we are and who we should 

be.  It is this story that shapes the way we see the world and how we should treat others.   
 

I hope you will join us for Welcome Home Sunday, on September 12th, as we begin to 

explore God’s story, but more than that, I hope you always feel “welcome” and “at home” in 

this community of faith.   
 

      In Christ, 

      Charlie Lee 

 

Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve 

Welcome Home! 
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 Worship & Music 

1.  

A Return to Masks for Worship 
 

After enjoying several months of worship without 

masks, bringing back congregational responses 

and hymn singing, and enjoying comfortable 

fellowship among a mostly vaccinated 

congregation, the church has announced a 

new policy. 
 

In response to a rise in COVID cases and the 

unknown transmission practices of the new 

Delta variant, the CDC and leaders at the state 

and county level are recommending a return to 

mask wearing for indoor spaces.  These 

decisions led our COVID Task Force to consider 

worship policy changes. Ultimately, Starmount’s 

Session approved the recommendation for all to 

resume wearing masks while indoors at our 

facility, regardless of vaccination status.  This 

policy went into effect Sunday, Aug. 8.  
 

We appreciate our congregation’s willingness to 

protect our community. Getting the vaccine is 

the first step and we encourage everyone to 

get vaccinated as long as you are medically 

cleared to do so.  If you have already received 

the vaccine, we hope that you’ll urge those in 

our community to do the same.  Wearing the 

mask is a cautious step that accounts for the 

unknown transmission capabilities of the 

variants. Thanks in advance for erring on the 

side of caution during this time of uncertainty.  

Sunday, Aug 15 Making an Impact:  Building Loving Connections Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee 

Sunday, Aug 22 Making an Impact:  Sharing Hope Through Service Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee 

Sunday, Aug 29 Making an Impact:  Inspiring Faith in God  Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee 

Sunday, Sept 5 Communion Sunday     Rev. Scott Lawson 

Sunday, Sept 12 Outdoor Worship & Welcome Home Cook-out Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee 

Sunday, Sept 19  New Beginnings Sermon Series    TBA 

Sunday, Sept 26 New Beginnings Sermon Series    Rev. Dr. Charlie Lee 

Worship Calendar 

September 12 

In September, we usually begin  a new 

program year with a “Kick-off Sunday” 

celebration, but 2020 taught us to re-

examine our priorities and think about 

different ways we can connect and 

worship together.  
 

This year, arranging Sunday School classes 

and recruiting new members is less 

important than simply gathering for 

worship together and giving thanks that 

we’ve weathered this crazy year. 
 

So on Sunday, September 12, we invite our 

entire church family to join us at 10am for 

Welcome Home Sunday. Worship will be 

outdoors so all can participate. Special 

music is planned and the message will 

focus on “New Beginnings”.  And 

afterward, we’ll enjoy lunch together. 
 

Feel free to invite friends or folks who have 

attended in the past and are ready to 

reconnect. We look forward to a glorious 

day of praise and thanksgiving! 
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The Way Forward Update 
 

The departure of Kate and Nate for other pastoral opportunities, in 

conjunction with the state of flux caused by the COVID-19 virus, 

prompted the formation of the Way Forward Group. Church 

members will recall various opportunities offered over the last  

few years to help define Starmount’s core values. The insights 

gleaned from these discussions resulted in an Impact Plan that, 

unfortunately, was not widely shared with the congregation due to 

the pandemic’s upheavals. The Way Forward Group’s purpose is to 

align the lessons learned over the last 18 months with the Impact 

Plan. We’ll do this by: 
 

 (Re-)Introducing the three themes of our Impact Plan:  

Building Loving Communities, Sharing Hope through Service, and Inspiring Faith in God; 

 Engaging staff, committees, and others to learn how COVID  impacted our faith community; 

 Examining how we can achieve our three goals while applying the knowledge we’ve 

acquired during COVID times; 

 Aligning the staffing structure to best support the goals, needs, and resources of the church; 

 Sharing the proposed action steps—how best to equip Starmount for the immediate future—

with Session for potential experimentation and implementation; 

 And lastly, devising a process by which to evaluate the church’s efforts for continued 

learning, growth and transformation. 
 

The committee spent the summer processing a plethora of background material and is now 

eager to begin its listening and discernment phases. You’ll be hearing more from us periodically! 
 

 Sarah Bain  Richard Porter  Kyle Webb  Kim Dawson   

 Steve Royal  Elaine D. Gustafson  Betty Wade 

2021 Stats 

2021 GENERAL FUND PLEDGES 

BUDGET vs. RECEIVED 

      

Month  Budgeted   Pledges  Difference 

  Pledges  Received  Over/(Under) 

    

January   $45,079    $49,121    $4,042  

February   $40,070    $52,403    $12,333  

March   $41,740    $50,655    $8,915  

April   $36,731    $36,026    $(705) 

May   $40,000    $44,953    $4,953  

June  $35,131  $35,212  $81 

July  $37,400  $46,908  $9,508 

2021 Total    $276, 151    $315,278    $39,127  

Make a Joyful Noise!!! 

Chancel Choir Practice  

Resumes on August 18! 

Choir will practice on  

Wednesdays at 6pm  

Wear your mask and plan to  

spread out in the sanctuary. 

Welcome back, Chancel Choir.  

Oh how we’ve missed you!! 
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More Outdoor Concerts   

Planned for the Fall 
 

Some of our favorite gatherings 

this year have been the concerts 

and Light Up the Lot events held 

in our parking lot.  
 

We took a slight break from these 

this summer, but as cooler 

temperatures arrive in the fall, we 

look forward to once again 

gathering for outdoor fellowship. 
 

Stay tuned as we finalize dates 

for acts like Martha Bassett; the 

bluegrass band, Highsight, that 

joined us for worship in June; and 

possibly another concert with the 

Chatham Rabbits!  
 

Music in the great outdoors may 

be just what the doctor ordered 

to fill our souls and give us hope 

during this COVID resurgence. 

Fellowship 

1.  
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 Faith Formation 

ANCHORED:  Deepen Your Faith in God Sept. 24 & 25 

 

Feeling like you’re floating  in vast and unpredictable waters? 

Drop your anchor and find common ground among church 

members of all ages. Cindy Lee and Laura Roberson have 

created an intergenerational event to bring church families 

together for music, bible study, fellowship and fun!  
 

Who:  Families and members of all ages are invited to attend. 
 

What:  The Anchored program is designed to deepen our faith in God and our connections 

with each other. During the 2-day event, the group will learn ways to build faith in our 

everyday lives, explore how we are called as Christians in the world, and appreciate how 

our connections fulfill our faith.  
 

When: Friday evening, September 24th and Saturday morning, September 25  

Friday night:  Enjoy dinner and fellowship together. Leaders will introduce the topic of study  

     to the broader group through activities and reflections. 

Saturday morning: Break-out groups will dig deeper into bible study, participate in hands-on  

     mission projects, and share resources for ways to deepen faith and stay connected to  

     our extended church family when COVID restrictions limit our contact. 
 

Where: Starmount church campus. Most activities will be held outdoors, weather permitting. 
 

Why: COVID restrictions have forced us to worship and connect in new ways.  

Let’s learn from each other and deepen our faith together! 
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     People 

Welcome to Starmount,  

Rev. Scott Lawson 
 

While the Way Forward 

Group works to make 

recommendations on how 

we can align our staffing 

structures to support 

Starmount’s long-term goals, Kate and 

Nate’s departure left us with short-term 

pastoral staff needs. To address this need 

for pastoral support, Session approved a 

contract for an Interim Parish Associate 

position.  This position will be part time and 

will serve as a “generalist,” meaning it will 

cover various roles, wherever pastoral 

support and leadership is needed.  The 

length for this interim contract will span six 

to eight months.  
     

Rev. Scott Lawson joined the staff in July to 

fill this role.  Many of you have met him and 

enjoyed his sermons the past few weeks.  

 

He is settling in with the staff and providing 

considerable support to Pastor Charlie in 

worship leadership roles and pastoral visits.  

If you haven’t had a chance to meet Scott 

yet, you can read more about his 

background below:  
 

Scott Lawson's ministry has included 

managing a non-profit organization,  

teaching at the university level, consulting 

with non-profits and leading congregations in 

the U.S. and Hong Kong.  He was ordained to 

ministry in the Presbytery of Philadelphia in 

1994.  After living and working in Asia for 16 

years, he now calls Burlington home.  Scott's 

wife, Marybeth, is a pastor for a wonderful 

Presbyterian church in Whitsett and his 

daughter Grace works in New York City as a 

fashion designer.  Scott takes pleasure 

in riding his bike up long climbs in the 

mountains of western North Carolina,  

where he and Marybeth have a retreat 

home. 

Dear Women of Starmount Presbyterian, 
 

Since Starmount Presbyterian Church started in 

the 1950s, Presbyterian Women (PW) has been an 

integral part of the life of the church. The women 

participated in circles for fellowship, Bible study 

and mission activities. They supported grieving 

families by providing meals, funeral receptions 

and memorial gifts. They went on yearly retreats to Montreat for enrichment and renewal. 

They served countless lunches at Higher Ground.  They decorated the church for holidays. 

They supported local and world-wide non-profit agencies with financial gifts. In short, they 

loved and nurtured each other, the church, and the world in many ways. 
 

As the makeup of our church is changing, we strive to align our programs to be relevant, 

viable, inclusive, and supportive of women and our church. To that end, we have created a 

survey for all adult female members of Starmount Presbyterian to discern how we continue 

to grow and be useful to all the women in our congregation. Please take a few minutes to 

think about, pray about and respond to our survey no later than August 27, 2021. You can 

find the link in church emails and on our website.  Hard copies of the survey will also be 

available in the Gathering Space and on the Welcome Desk. 
 

      Sincerely, 

      Members of Starmount Presbyterian Women 
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2   Jane Burton 

     Jaime Irvan 

     Bob Overman 

4   Kathie Tiedeman 

5   Betty Powers 

     Jim Hooper 

     Nick Moffitt 

6   Salem Bullard 

     Sarah Thaxton 

     Hannah Bursey 

     Eliza Lee 

9   Roger Fristoe 

     Vicki Winters 

10  Slade Lewis 

12  Beverly Utter 

13  Charles Smith, Jr. 

14  Evelyn Garrison 

    Drake Dowler 

    Marcia Carmichael 

    David Wallace 

    Sara Kinlaw 

    Jane Shoffner 

 16 Pat Hall 

      Susan Miciotto 

17  Jim Lowe 

      Deborah Hooper 

      Fiona Barry 

18  Billie Toney 

      Diane Walker 

19  Zach Dawson 

21  Beverly Plybon 

      Marti Floyd 

24  Scott Kinlaw 

25  Steve Cochrane 

26  Mary Summers 

30  Tom Vann 

      Bryan Starrett 

September  
Birthdays! 

1  Scott Lawson 

    Isabelle Gustafson 

2   Caroline Porter 

3   David Dorner 

     Bryan Burton 

4   Megan Chandler 

5   Phyllis Dadisman 

     Lila Tunstall 

     Cynthia Pugh 

9   Nancy Wallace 

     Elvice Kotangonda 

     Mayot Ayuel 

11 Libbi Gundaker 

13  Ellie Chandler 

15  Kathryn Brassfield 

19  Christopher Kattmann 

20   Colin Hardy 

21  Paige Greeson 

23  Jack Bennett, Sr. 

26  Doreen Heard 

29   Kevin Kattmann    

August Birthdays! Samtosha = Gratitude 

This week in yoga classes we 

have been talking about 

Samtosha which translates to 

Gratitude and Contentment. 

Students had the opportunity 

to write down one thing that they were 

grateful for on that day. I did not share my 

personal “gratitude” with the class, but I 

will now share it with all of you. I am filled 

with gratitude each time I watch my 

students come to class and walk out an 

hour later with a smile and energy in their 

steps. My heart warms as I follow a few 

minutes later and find them still in our 

parking lot laughing together. 
 

Many students come to class stiff and 

hurting from physical issues, sad and 

withdrawn particularly during the isolation 

of COVID, irritated or on edge from 

dealing with obnoxious drivers on the way 

to class. Yoga is not for the “perfect.” 

Yoga is for the willing. Students are willing 

to come to class trusting that they will find 

welcome and loving support from their 

teachers and fellow students.  
 

As a teacher, my goal is to lead my 

students in gentle movement that 

stretches tight muscles, releases both 

physical and emotional tension, and gives 

the students tools to continue to be able 

to do the same when they go home. We 

learn ways to breathe mindfully and fully 

bring healthy air exchange in the lungs. 

We stretch and twist in all directions to 

open the body to release and ease. We 

end each class with Shavasana – a time to 

relax and reflect and process the work 

we’ve done during class. We even spend 

a few moments considering wise words 

from my favorite theologian – Fred Rogers! 
 

For more information, contact Jennifer 

Dowler at jennifer@drachrom.com or call 

or text me at 336-312-9589 to learn more 

about yoga classes at Starmount.  

Written by Jennifer Dowler 

mailto:jennifer@drachrom.com
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 Missions 

When: Sunday, October 3 

Registration Begins at 1:30pm 

Walk Begins and Ends 2:30 - 4:00pm 

Length of Walk:  About 3 miles 
 

Where:  Greensboro Coliseum Complex, 

1921 W. Gate City Blvd. 
 

CROP Hunger Walks help support the overall 

ministry of Church World Services’ (CWS) 

grassroots, hunger-fighting development 

efforts around the world. The Greater 

Greensboro CROP Hunger Walk returns 25% 
of funds raised to Greensboro Urban Ministry’s 

Potter’s House Community Kitchen. 
 

CROP Hunger Walks help provide food and 

water, as well as resources that empower 

people to meet their own needs. From seeds 

and tools, to wells and water systems, to 

WALK.  GIVE.  CHANGE THE WORLD. 

41st Annual Greater Greensboro  

CROP Hunger Walk 

technical training and micro-enterprise 

loans, the key is people working together to 
identify their own development priorities, 

their strengths and their needs. 
 

Make time to join Starmount’s team and 

let’s enjoy walking together, OR if you’re 

unable to walk, please support a walker with 

a monetary donation, and… 
 

Let’s Help End Hunger One Step at a Time! 

Introducing Handy Hands 

Starmount is introducing a new ministry called Handy Hands.  

Handy Hands is a group of members with general around –the-

house skills that can help members with certain tasks they may 

not feel comfortable attempting themselves.  Got a toilet that is 

leaking?  A burned out light that requires a ladder to reach?  An 

electrical switch or outlet that has gone bad?  Got a spot that 

needs a handrail or have a handrail that has come loose?  We 

are here to assist with these types of repairs.  We are not general 

contractors.  We are not lawn services.  But if a storm brings down 

limbs in your yard and you need help getting them cut up and 

pulled to the curb, we can help. 
 

To request service email or call the church office and provide 

your name, address, contact info, and a brief description of the 

issue.  We will reach out to you to follow up and plan next steps.  

To volunteer as a handy hand, contact Kevin Kattmann at 

kkattmann62@yahoo.com. 

      Written by Kevin Kattmann 

Written by Evelyn Garrison 
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Upcoming Monthly Collections 
 

August:  School Supplies 

Please drop school supplies in the bin in the 

gathering space throughout the month of 

August. These supplies will benefit our turtoring 

families and any extra we gather can be 

donated to Black Child Development. Specific 

needs are: 

 Wide ruled loose leaf paper 

 Folders with prongs 

 Glue sticks 

 Kid safety scissors 

 Target gift cards (to purchase backpacks!) 
 

September:  Children’s books 

In September, the mission committee is collecting children’s books. Picture books, simple 

readers, chapter books for young readers—all are welcome! Book donations will benefit 

Mustard Seed Clinic and their neighborhood outreach work. 
 

Habitat for Humanity  

Starmount has been involved with 

Habitat for well over 20 years! We have a 

strong history in supporting them 

financially and with volunteers for build 

projects.  When Covid restrictions ease, 

volunteers will be needed to ramp up 

building again in our most needy 

communities.  

Pat Hall has served tirelessly as our liaison 

with Habitat and we are forever grateful 

for her work. Sadly, current circumstances 

prevent her from continuing in this 

service. The Missions Committee is looking 

for someone to step up and take on that 

role! If you have an interest in furthering 

Starmount’s commitment to Habitat for 

Humanity, please contact Donna Bailey, 

Mission Chair.  

Written by Donna Bailey 

Starmount Preschool starts on August 23! 

Look out for ways you can support our preschool 

mission by donating gift cards for school supplies, 

linking your Harris Teeter VIC card or Amazon 

Smile account, or participating in our upcoming 

consignment sale. 
 

Email cindy@starmountpreschool for more info. 
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In years’ past, the annual family retreat to Montreat was such an 

important tradition for the Starmount. Families committed to a weekend 

away and enjoyed the beauty of Montreat together. There were lively 

activities, reflective bible study and worship time and free time to create 

connections between families and members of all ages. 
 

Just take a look at these smiles from the 2006 family retreat! 

HISTORY CORNER    

2006 Montreat Family Retreat 

Facility Security Enhancements 
 

If you’ve been at the church lately, you’ve 

noticed our new key pads at each exterior 

entrance. Our new security system was finally 

installed this summer, after months of 

committee discussions regarding the need for 

optimizing the security of our church and 

preschool. Below are details about the new 

system and security protocols that have been 

adopted : 
 

 Keypads were installed at five exterior 

doors and all of our exterior doors have 

been “re-keyed.”  If you have a church 

key, it will no longer open exterior doors, 

but you can still use it for interior doors.     

 All external doors will be locked during the 

day unless scheduled to be open for 

worship or an event/class/meeting.  

 To access the building during business 

hours (M – F, 8:30am – 4:30pm), please ring 

the bell at the office door to enter. 

 For scheduled meetings, staff will set doors 

to unlock 15 minutes prior to the meeting’s 

start time and lock back 15 minutes after 

the meeting’s start time. Meeting leaders 

can make adjustments to this timing 

when they call the office to schedule 

the meeting. 

 For special events, church staff can set 

custom times for doors to unlock and 

lock. This will enable event leaders or 

participants to access the building 

without the need for a key and 

eliminate the need to lock up after. 

 On the rare occasion that a member 

should need an access code for entry 

to the church, a “keypad code 

request form” can be obtained from 

the church office. 

 Keypad codes for staff and church 

leaders will be unique to each person 

and should NOT be shared with other 

church members.  

 New keys will not be issued.  
 

Please feel free to contact Anne Cullinan 

in the office if you have any questions 

about our new security system. 
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Nonfiction 
You’re Already Amazing, Embracing Who You 

are, Becoming All God Created You to Be by 

Holley Gerth. “With this heart-to-heart 

message, licensed counselor and certified life 

coach Holley Gerth invites you to embrace 

one very important truth--that you truly are 

already amazing. Like a trusted friend, Holley 

gently shows you how to forget the lies and 

expectations the world feeds you and instead 

believe that God loves you and has even 

bigger plans for your life than you've even 

imagined.” Call no. 248.843 Ger 2012 
 

Love Is The Way, Holding on to Hope in 

Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry. “The 

way of love is essential for addressing the 

seemingly insurmountable challenges facing 

the world today: poverty, racism, selfishness, 

deep ideological divisions, competing claims 

to speak for God. This book will lead readers to 

discover the gifts they need in order to live the 

way of love: deep reservoirs of hope and 

resilience, simple wisdom, the discipline of 

nonviolence, and unshakable regard for 

human dignity"-- Provided by publisher.  

Call no. 241.4 Cur 2020 

    Library Recommendations       

For Children: 
Not Enough by Maria Scrivan. “Making friends 

isn't easy, but losing them is even harder! Natalie 

has never felt that she's enough — athletic 

enough, stylish enough, or talented enough. On 

the first day of middle school, Natalie discovers 

that things are worse than she thought — now 

she's not even cool enough for her best friend, 

Lily! As Natalie tries to get her best friend back, 

she learns more about her true self and natural 

talents. If Natalie can focus on who she is rather 

than who she isn't, then she might realize she's 

more than enough, just the way she is.” From 

Publisher Youth Fiction F Scr 2020 
 

Morris Goes To School by B Wiseman. “Morris 

wants to learn to count. He wants to learn to 

read too. So Morris goes to school.  But Morris is a 

moose! Will the teacher let a moose stay in the 

Classroom?” “I Can Read Book”  From back 

cover Seasonal School E Wis 1970 
 

Fiction 
The Four Winds, A Novel, by Kristin Hannah. “An 

epic novel of love and heroism and hope, set 

against the backdrop of the Great Depression, 

Texas, 1934. Millions are out of work and a 

drought has broken the Great Plains. In an 

uncertain and dangerous time, Elsa Martinelli-like 

so many of her neighbors-must make an 

agonizing choice: fight for the land she loves or 

go west, to California, in search of a better life."-- 

Provided by publisher. Call no. F Han 2021 
 

Lost Children Archive, A Novel, Valeria Luiselli.  

“Provides a powerful look at the current 

immigration system and a glaring parallel 

reflection on the atrocities forced on Native 

Americans. It is a reminder that the echoes of 

(America’s) history, good or bad, are not erased 

with time. Luiselli’s use of a family road trip as a 

plot format brought love and humanity to this 

book and made it compulsively readable.  

Call no. F Lui 2019 



 

                                                                             Church Staff 

Church      336.299.8131 

Preschool  336.299.3564 

 

www.starmountpres.org 

Pastor and Head of Staff 
 Reverend Dr. Charlie Lee 
 Ext. 116  charlie@starmountpres.org 
 
Associate Pastor 
  Reverend Scott Lawson 
  Ext. 113  scott@starmountpres.org 
 
Director of Worship Arts 
 Robert Overman  
 Ext. 120   bob@starmountpres.org 
 
 Pianist/Organist 
   Michael Parker 
   michael@starmountpres.org 

Church Business Administrator 
  Sheila Beane 
   Ext. 117 sheila@starmountpres.org 
 
Office Administration and 
  Operations Manager 
Anne Cullinan 
Ext. 110 anne@starmountpres.org 
 

Accounting Clerk 
Billie Toney 
Ext. 111 billie@starmountpres.org 
 

Custodian 
  Y’ Mem 

 Director of Youth & Refugee Ministries 
Laura Roberson 
laura@starmountpres.org 
  

 Preschool Director and 
  Director of Children’s Ministry 
  Cindy Lee 
  Ext. 124  cindy@starmountpres.org 

 
 Communications Coordinator 
  Becky Deakins 
  Ext. 115  becky@starmountpres.org 
 
Volunteer Church Librarian & Historian 
Mary Jane Conger 

Ext. 119  mjcreading@hotmail.com 

3501 West Market Street 

Greensboro, NC 27403 

 

Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve 


