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Giving Thanks for Our Many Blessings
As we enter the month of November we will have multiple opportunities to
reflect upon our many blessings and offer thanksgiving and gratitude to
God. There is a passage in scripture that speaks to the practice of giving
thanks. It comes from Luke 17:11-19.
11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria
and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance,
13 they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When he saw them, he said
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean.
15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with
a loud voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a
Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are
they? 18 Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”
19 Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”

In this story, we see ten people who were suffering from leprosy. This condition meant that
they were not only suffering physically, but also emotionally and socially as they would
have been outcasts in their society, cut off from friends and loved ones. They call out to
Jesus for mercy and after they follow his instructions, they are healed. Just as their suffering
was two-fold, so too was their healing. They were granted relief from their painful
condition and were also able to rejoin their families and rekindle their relationships.
I’m certain those who were healed by Jesus rushed home to see their loved ones after
they showed themselves to the priests. However, one person from this group chose a
different path. The Samaritan, the one who would have been least likely to do so,
returned to Jesus in both body and spirit. His reason for returning was to give thanks.
This Samaritan had the wisdom to understand that the only appropriate response to
the abundant, overwhelming gift of God’s grace and healing was an abundance of
gratitude. As we approach the next few weeks, may the story of this Samaritan grant
us fresh eyes to see the grace of God all around us. May it give us renewed vision to
recognize those things we take for granted. May it open both our eyes and our hearts
to the opportunities we have each day to give thanks.
I know that I give thanks for each one of you in this community of faith of which I am
grateful to be a part.

In Christ,
Charlie Lee
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Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve

Worship & Music
One Silent Night Pepper Choplin
Christmas is a magical
time. Christ, the center
of our faith, came not
as a conquering king,
but as a baby. He
was not conveyed
in finery; He was
surrounded by farm
animals. Nevertheless,
His birth was heralded
by angels, worshiped by shepherds and
summoned earthly kings to His birthplace to
pay Him homage.
This season, so full of miracles and majesty,
has inspired some of the most memorable
and magnificent music ever created. There
are countless songs, melodies and verses
written to commemorate and celebrate
Christ's birth.
At Starmount, our annual Advent/Christmas
cantata is one of the best attended and
most highly anticipated events of the year.
This season, we have a truly special offering.
The Starmount Chancel Choir, with guest
singers and musicians, will present Pepper
Choplin's, "One Silent Night", on Sunday,
December 19. The cantata will be presented
as a stand-alone musical work at 5:00pm in
the afternoon. The reason for this change of
time is so that Pepper Choplin himself can be
with us to lead our worship through song.

Starmount has remained faithful through
this time of sacrifice and change due to the
pandemic. What better way to celebrate this
holy season than by spending an hour of your
Sunday afternoon listening to the blended
voices of your choir, supported by
outstanding instrumentalists and led by an
accomplished musician and composer in
music to celebrate the birth of Christ. We do
hope you'll join us for this special service. For
those who want to share the music but don't
feel comfortable attending in person, the
cantata will be live-streamed for all to enjoy.
We invite you to share the warmth and
wonder of Christmas through music on
December 19, 2021 at 5:00pm in the
Starmount sanctuary with Pepper Choplin's,
"One Silent Night".
Written by Bob Overman.

Pepper will arrive on Friday evening to work
with the choir, will lead us in a dress rehearsal
with musicians on Saturday and will rejoin us
Sunday afternoon for the cantata. The music
of Christmas is enthralling, but to have the
composer present to guide and direct us in
his composition elevates our worship to
another level!
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*Photos are from Pepper’s workshop with our choir in 2019.

2022 Pledges Are Still Rolling In!
It was great to see such a fine crowd in attendance for
outdoor worship on Stewardship Sunday. Many Starmount
faithful presented their 2022 pledge cards on that day, and
others have called the church or pledged online.
We have already received 70 pledges, which is 65% of the
total pledges we received last year!
If yours is a pledge card that hasn’t yet been turned in,
we are still accepting pledges in the following ways:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Mail or drop off your card at the church.
Pledge by phone. Call Sheila Beane at 336-299-8131 ext. 117.
Pledge on your mobile device using the Realm Connect app.
Make your pledge online anytime. Click the link below
or use the QR code and you will be taken directly to
the 2022 Pledge page.
https://onrealm.org/starmountpres/
AddPledge/2022pledge
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Faith Formation
Looking Ahead to Advent
Join Our Upcoming Small Group Study
Remember our engaging church-wide study of
God and the Pandemic during Lent? We plan to do
a similar study during Advent. This time, our small
groups will study Christmas in the Four Gospel
Homes. This book inspires Advent reflection through
imagining each gospel as a house that you’d visit
during Christmas. Each gospel “home” is vividly
illustrated through descriptions and images. How
does each “home” celebrate and honor the birth of
Christ? What can we learn from their similarities and
differences?
Throughout the month of November, group leaders
will be contacted to organize their groups for
discussions that will begin the week of November
28. Please contact Charlie if you’d like to lead a
group.
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Faith Formation
October’s Starmount Kids
Fall Fest Draws a Crowd
Maybe it was the beautiful
weather, the Halloween tricks
and treats, or the early
opportunity to wear costumes,
but this year’s Starmount Kids
Fall Fest was a success. Six
young families from the church
attended, along with 8-10 youth,
a couple of families from the Alliance
Church and several preschool
families. Check out these photos
from the day. The smiles say it all!
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Fellowship
The Return of Light Up the Lot
Over the summer and into the fall, Starmount members have loved spending Friday nights
in the parking lot listening to great music and enjoying fellowship together.
Now, as the weather gets cooler and sun drops
earlier, we’d like to bring back the Light Up the Lot
events. The first of these will be on November 12 and
it will take form of an open mic night.
Several talented musicians in our congregation have
agreed to share their talents with us in this informal
setting. Come support them or contact Richard
Porter, if you’d like to take the mic! All talent levels
and styles are welcome! As we’ve done before,
bring refreshments, a fire pit if you have a portable
one, and friends!

Scenes from
October’s
Hindsight
Concert

This month, our One Church, One Book
selection happens to be the same as
Greensboro’s One City, One Book selection.
This not only means that we’re reading a
book that many agree is an important piece
of literature, but it also means that we’ll be
given an opportunity to hear the author
speak locally about his book.
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Email Mary Jane (mjreading@hotmail.com)
if you’d like to join our special discussion this
month. She can help you get a copy of the
book and also give you information about
Tommy Orange’s speaking engagement at
the Greensboro Coliseum on November 18.

People
November Birthdays
1 Dewey Crutchfield
Jack Barry
James Edwards
2 Katherine Poole
Brad Smith
Lauren McSwainStarrett
Ewan Barry
3

Vera McLendon

5 Buddy Poole
7

Patricia Gibson

8

Laura Craven

9

Haywood Ingram

10 Mary Overman
Lincoln Roth
Nancy VanNorman

14 Durante Griffin
15 Carol Andresen
Judy Dobson
16 Barbara Hochuli
Frank Palmieri
Tim Moffitt
Tammy Lewis
18 Neil Huffman
20 Kris Kattmann
22 Nate Dorner
23 Barbara Spencer
26 Vera Baecker
27 Margaret Huffman
Sarah Bain
Eve Hatcher Peters

11 Nancy Jones

28 May Williams
Will McClanahan

12 Billie NeSmith
David Stubbs

30 Bill Webber

13 Bruce Pugh
KK Huffman

Thanks to all who donated home furnishings
and helped us to welcome a refugee
couple from Afghanistan last month.
They joined us for worship on October 17th
and their appreciation for Starmount’s
generosity was overwhelming.

Saucha – Purity, Cleanliness
The first of the five Niyamas (describing
how to maintain a positive
environment in which to grow) is often
misunderstood. With a definition
sometimes translated as
“purification” Saucha can be overlooked as
impossible to attain. But saucha can become a
cornerstone for each of us to feel better balanced
in our lives.

Saucha is the personal practice of cleanliness –
of body, mind and spirit. In the physical sense
saucha refers to our physical environment and
surroundings as well as our bodies. Yogis recognize
that “impurities” around us adversely affect our
state of mind. Surrounding ourselves with a pure
environment (including food, drink, friends,
entertainment, your home) allow your mind
and body freedom from the stress of impurities.
Yoga International identifies five areas in your life
where you can help yourself detoxify.
1. Make cleaning a meditation. Be fully present
in your actions. Notice the changes in your
environment and in yourself as you clear away
distractions ranging from dust to stacks of
clutter.
2. Organize your space. Assess your surroundings.
Identify how you can reduce clutter and place
the things you feel you need to keep in a
comfortable, orderly place.
3. Clearing your energy. Notice how you react to
people or situations. Act from purpose rather
than reactions. Pause a moment before
allowing anger or irritation become your
default.
4. Observe your thoughts with a clean lens. It’s
easy to mistake thoughts for reality. Being able
to watch our thoughts without judgment helps
us to understand them.
5. Purify the heart. (This comes from the yogic
tradition, remember!) There is no more purifying
practice than the act of gratitude. Being
thankful and recognizing our blessings is like
a deep clean for the heart.
For more information, contact Jennifer Dowler
at jennifer@drachrom.com or call or text my cell at
336-312-9589 to learn more about yoga classes at
Starmount.
Written by Jennifer Dowler.
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Missions
Support Ongoing
Mission Collections
at Starmount
The Mission Committee
wants to keep their
ongoing collections
top of mind for our
congregation.
We help to keep the
pantries full at local
agencies like Greensboro Urban Ministries, Backpack Ministry at Lindley
Elementary, Triad Health Project and Interactive Resource Center.
You can find their lists of needs on our website (look for the volunteer
opportunities page under “Serve”), or on the bins in the gathering
space where you can drop your donations. These organizations have
particularly urgent needs in the winter months. Please support our
mission collections whenever you can.

Feast of Caring Event
Supports Greensboro
Urban Ministries
This is the 30th anniversary of
the Feast of Caring, a soup
lunch typically held at First
Baptist Church to benefit
Greensboro Urban Ministries.
This year, it will be a hybrid
event on November 18.
Those who are interested will
have the opportunity to
order delicious soup, as well
as pottery from local artists, and the 2021 honor card
designed by local artist Bill Mangum.

November 18

Visit the GUM website for more details on how to order and
pick-up your soup. www.greensborourbanministry.org/feast-of-caring
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Missions
Books for
Children in Peru
Friends: As you heard
in our Stewardship
Mission video,
we recently sent
$1,000 to buy books in Peru for rural communities
with no access to reading materials. Some books
are used for mobile libraries, which travel to village
parks where volunteers can read with children.
Others help stock permanent small libraries where
volunteers rotate books so children always have
access to new reading materials.
Puriyninchik Nuestro Caminar organizes this effort.
The mission is spearheaded by Noe Juarez, who
you may remember as having served his pastoral
internship with us several years ago. Noe and his
wife Laurie have created an Amazon Wish List for
those who wish to purchase books for this
mission. The books, which are printed in English
and Spanish, will be shipped to Laurie’s parents’
home so she can pick them up during a holiday
visit. Please consider ordering through the wish list
to donate books to children who would otherwise
have no access. Use the QR code,
to easily locate the link below.
https://www.amazon.com/hz/
wishlist/ls/3NQS2O5CSQ5ZJ?
ref_=wl_share&=undefined

Looking Ahead
to Holiday Missions
Angel Tree
Each year our
church provides
Christmas gifts to
the children of Triad
Health Project’s
clients. Items to
purchase can be chosen from the
Angel Tree in the church narthex.
Please wrap the item, attach the tag
and return it to the tree by the
requested date. Additionally some
gift requests will be posted online on
the church’s information outlets.

Stocking Stuffers
Our church also fills
Christmas stockings
for Triad Health
Project’s clients. The
items include the
following:
•
•
•
•

•

Generic pairs of socks, gloves and
tobaggans
Small cans of soup, fruit, protein
items
Pens, pencils, small writing pads
Toiletry items such as medium to
large of the following: shampoos,
conditioners, deodorants,
toothpastes, toothbrushes; razors;
lotions; soaps; hand sanitizers
Small paperback books

Please place items in the designated
box in the gather space by
December 12.
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Wheels4Hope
Wheels4Hope provides reliable transportation for neighbors who are going through difficult
transitions. Imagine a single mother who is trying to provide for her family but can’t take a
job because the bus schedule doesn’t line up with her job’s hours and child care needs. Or
a young man trying to turn his life around after being incarcerated and needs transportation
to get to a remote job opportunity. Sometimes a car is just the “hand-up” these people
need.
If you have a car that you are no longer using, consider donating it to Wheels4Hope. Each
donated car is inspected to make sure it’s a viable donation. When it’s not, car parts are
often used to fix up others. All Wheels4Hope applicants are referred from partner
organizations and must pass a strict application process to make sure they qualify for the
donation and can handle the vehicle’s maintenance.
Three years ago, my family donated our minivan to Wheels4Hope. Months later, we spotted
the car cruising down Wendover Avenue with young children buckled in the back. Our old
van had become a blessing to a local family! What a feeling!
If you have a car that you are considering donating, please call Wheels4Hope to learn more
about how your donation can change the life of a family in need.

2021 Stats

Wheels4Hope.org
336-355-9130

Written by Becky Deakins.

2021 GENERAL FUND PLEDGES
BUDGET vs. RECEIVED
Month
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Budgeted
Pledges

Pledges
Received

Difference
Over/(Under)

January

$45,079

$49,121

$4,042

February

$40,070

$52,403

$12,333

March

$41,740

$50,655

$8,915

April

$36,731

$36,026

$(705)

May

$40,000

$44,953

$4,953

June

$35,131

$35,212

$81

July

$37,400

$46,908

$9,508

August

$35,660

$36,083

$423

September

$35,660

$30,021

$(5,639)

2021 Total

$347,471

$381,381

$33,910

Library Recommendations
For Adults:
The Imperfect Disciple, Grace for People Who
Can’t Get Their Act Together by Jared Wilson.
Too many discipleship books are written for
perfect people who know all the right Sunday
school answers. This book is for the rest of us-people who screw up, people who are weary,
people who are wondering if it's safe to say
what they're really thinking. With incisive wit,
warm humor, and moving stories, Jared Wilson
shows us how the gospel actually works
through us and in us, even when we can't get
our act together. From back cover Call no.
234 Wil 2017
Friends Divided: John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson by Gordon S Wood. “Dual biography
of two of America's most enduringly
fascinating figures… Jefferson, the optimist
with enough faith in the innate goodness of his
fellow man to be democracy's champion, was
an aristocratic Southern slaveowner, while
Adams, the overachiever from New England's
rising middling classes, was a skeptic about
popular rule and a defender of a more elitist
view of government. They worked closely,
crafting the Declaration of Independence
and leading, with Franklin, the effort that
brought France into the fight. But their
profound differences would lead to a
fundamental crisis, in their friendship and in the
nation. They became the figureheads of two
entirely new forces, the first American political
parties. But late in life these two men were
nudged into reconciliation.” From publisher.
Call no. 973.3 Wood 2017
The Atomic Weight of Love, A Novel by
Elizabeth Church. “This exquisite debut is the
beautifully written story of a woman who must
negotiate the tricky terrain of love,
responsibility, ambition and sacrifice. In her
impeccable portrayal of a long marriage,
Elizabeth Church weaves together the
historical and the personal and shows the

impossible choices women faced--and still
face--between family and self.” From
Amazon.com review. Call no. F Chu 2016
The Immortalists, A Novel, by Chloe
Benjamin. “It's 1969 in New York City's Lower
East Side. There is of the arrival of a mystical
woman, a traveling psychic who claims to
be able to tell anyone the day they will die.
The Gold children--four adolescents on the
cusp of self-awareness--sneak out to hear
their fortunes. The prophecies inform their
next five decades. Both a dazzling family
love story and a sweeping novel of
remarkable ambition and depth. It probes
the line between destiny and choice, reality
and illusion, this world and the next.”
Amazon.com review. Call no. F Ben 2018

For Children:
Far From Home, A Story of Loss, Refuge, and
Hope by Sarah Parker Rubio. "A small boy
has to leave his home suddenly, leaving his
extended family and most of his possessions
behind. In the middle of a very trying
journey, a kind stranger tells the boy the story
of Jesus' escape to Egypt""-- Provided by
publisher. Call no. E Rub 2019
Those Shoes by Maribeth Boelts. “Jeremy,
who longs to have the black high tops that
everyone at school seems to have but his
grandmother cannot afford, is excited when
he sees them for sale in a thrift shop and
decides to buy them even though they are
the wrong size.” Call no. E Boe 2007

The December Star Press will cover
news through January 15.
All articles must be submitted to
becky@starmountpres.org by 11/15.
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