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Finding a Home for Christmas
During this season of Advent, we have encouraged the
congregation to engage in a study on a book called
“Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes.” The concept behind
this book is a simple one. It imagines each of the four
Gospels as a “home” and then it invites us into these
homes to see how the authors describe the birth of Jesus.
In the third chapter, author and former president of McCormick Seminary, Cynthia M.
Campbell, shares a story that resonated with me. She is discussing the tradition that some
congregations have of performing a “live nativity.” She describes a particular congregation
outside of Dallas, Texas that chose to organize a live nativity.
Campbell writes that this church, “built a shed and recruited Mary and Joseph, shepherds
and kings, and animals. Now anybody can bring in some sheep and a donkey, maybe
even a goat. But because this happened in Texas, the lowing cattle was replaced with a
Texas longhorn steer.” As it turns out, the inclusion of the longhorn steer did not work out
so well, as it was prone to escape its tether and run away. One local magazine “reported
that it was the senior pastor who ran through the neighborhood chasing it down.”
I found myself chuckling at this story while also feeling sympathy for that pastor, who
probably did not plan on chasing a longhorn steer through the streets of the neighborhood
on Christmas Eve. I can relate to the pastor in the story, and not just because we share the
same vocation. I am willing to bet that you can relate to that pastor as well.
This time of year it feels like we are all chasing down something that is difficult to catch.
Rather than a longhorn steer, perhaps we are chasing down the items on our to-do list, the
preparations that must be made, or the gifts that must be purchased. Perhaps we are
chasing down things that are even more elusive like a sense of peace, a feeling of
fulfillment, or some reassurance of God’s presence in our lives. Indeed we are all chasing
something, but more often than not, the only thing we manage to catch is a feeling of
exhaustion.
Friends, the season of Advent invites us to find rest in the midst of our weariness, to find
hope in the midst of our worry, and to find a sense of peace in the midst of our anxiety.
During this season of Advent, we are reminded that while we may be busy chasing many
things, ultimately it is a loving God who is in constant pursuit of us.
I wish you all a safe and happy season of Advent and Christmas, and may your
celebrations with friends and family be filled with joy and meaning!
In Christ,
Charlie Lee

Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve

Faith Formation

A Longest Night of the Year Service is a deeply
meaningful way our church can companion
those who struggle during the holiday season
as well as acknowledge the pain experienced
by many around the world.
Join us in the Sanctuary on Sunday,
December 12, at 5 p.m. for this intimate
worship experience. A simple meal of soup
and bread will be served afterward.

Sunday, December 12 at 5pm
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If you, or a loved one, would like to attend but
do not drive after dark, please contact Pastor
Scott (828-246-1040) about arrangements to
be picked up and returned home.

God, we bring to You our grief-- our own and the grief of others in the world. Although we may know You are
with us as much in the dark as in the light, we admit we often feel left in the dark--alone, angry and fearful.
Remind us tonight as You have reminded all people through all ages that You are Emmanuel, God-with-us.
You join us and continue loving us in our loneliness, anger and fear. May we allow You to be with us, to be
our Provider, Healer, Comforter and Friend in the darkest of times. Amen.
-Rev. Kasey Hitt

Worship & Music
Music for Advent and Christmas at Starmount
The season of Advent and Christmas is here!
Starmount is brimming with beautiful and
inspiring sounds of the season with live music
from our Chancel Choir and others. In addition
to our music for worship and our cantata with
Pepper Choplin the afternoon of December 19,
we are offering two online selections each week
of Advent from the music we recorded for last
year's virtual Christmas season. You’ll find a link
to these weekly music video selections in your
Wednesday church e-mails.
On November 28, the first Sunday of Advent, we
shared a sneak peek of our cantata when the
Chancel Choir sang an excerpt from Pepper
Choplin’s "One Silent Night" entitled My Spirit
Waits for Emmanuel. Each Sunday in Advent we
will sing a verse of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
to begin our worship. And during each service,
we will sing the most beloved hymns and carols
of the season. In addition to the choir, we will
have guitars and handbells adding variety and
richness to our musical offerings.
A pinnacle of the Advent season will be
welcoming composer Pepper Choplin to
Starmount to lead our choir with guest singers
and instrumentalists in the magnificent music he
created for "One Silent Night". This year, the
cantata will be held on December 19 at 5:00pm.

Another highlight will be our Christmas Eve
service for all at 5:00pm, featuring a
handbell ensemble, a trio of vocalists, and
our traditional Silent Night led by our pastors
on guitars. Candlelight Communion seems
an elegant and meaningful way to
conclude this season... but we have one
more special event to come!

On Sunday, December 26, our worship
service will consist primarily of Christmas
carols and hymns sung by you, our
congregation. We will have choir leadership,
but this service is our opportunity to worship
together by singing the traditional Christmas
carols we love the most. Come in your
casual clothes and join us for a meaningful
service of singing to celebrate the birth of
Christ!
So much preparation and care has gone
into the worship plans for this season. For
those of us who have thoughtfully prepared
these special worship events, please repay
us with "presents" of your presence! We look
forward to seeing you in church!
Blessings to you all!
Bob Overman
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Faith Formation

Faith Formation
Advent Bible Study
On November 28, small groups began meeting to
discuss our church-wide study of Christmas in the
Four Gospel Homes.
Each week the perspective of a different Gospel
will be examined in its interpretation of the
Christmas story. It’s easy to pick up on the
study, even if you missed the first week.

Join one of our groups to participate!

We are grateful to Laura Roberson, who has
compiled a wonderful devotional of reflections
written by Starmount members through the years.
Pick up yours in the Narthex
or download a digital copy from our website.
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Fellowship
Celebrate the Season with Your
Church Family on December 10!
With social distancing protocols still underway,
organizing a caroling event to members homes still
seemed unwise. Instead, the Fellowship Committee
decided that the best way for us to celebrate the
season in our very favorite way is to gather together
to sing carols at a “Light Up the Lot” event.

Join us on Friday, December 10 at 5:30pm. Bring
chairs, blankets, and refreshments, so we can
gather around firepits for a good old fashioned
carol sing-along. If you prefer not to drive after
dark but don’t want to miss the fun, call the church
and we’ll help coordinate a ride for you!

Save the Date:
Women’s Retreat
February 11-13,
2022 Montreat NC
This is a casual and fun
opportunity for women of
all generations to come
together and enjoy a
weekend in beautiful
Montreat!

Starmount Parents:
Finish your shopping and gift prep while your
kids join Cindy in the Fellowship Hall for
holiday games, crafts and snacks.
Kids age three through 5th grade are welcome!
RSVP by December 9th
cindy@starmountpres.org

We stay in one lodge that is private for
our group and can house up to 32
women! During the weekend, we’ll
share meals together, enjoy worship and
study and make plenty of time for play
and free time. After long months of
separation this will be a wonderful way
to reconnect, laugh and share.
Look for more details
coming soon and
reach out to Leslie
Webb with
questions.
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People
December Birthdays!
3 Brittany Sparks
4

Susan Preston
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Exum Bailey

6 Deng Yak
7 Kerry Russell
Charlotte
Yarborough
9 Martha Bursey
11 Sally Cobb
13 Carolyn Roberts
15 Gwen Ratterree
19 Frank Smith

22 Dot Parker
Sean Griffith
24 Nan Goodson
26 Stan Dixon
Stuart Hunt
Carson Bain, III

27 Athooch Adhuong
28 Jack Baecker
Brenda Triplett
30 Kim Dawson
31 Helen Wood
Lindsay Lee
Alice Shoffner

January Birthdays!
1 William Ayuel
Gai Riak
Sonia Chhuani
Justine Koutou
Boris Belkoyo
Fidelia Allah-Issem

18 Karen Smith
Suzanne White
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24 Mark Brassfield

Ajak Ajak

21 Kyle Webb
Orlando Brooks

3 Chuck White
Keech Ajak

25 Riak Ajak

4 Libby WiIson

27 Greg Rechtin

8 Jerry Davis

28 Debbie Stubbs

12 Linda Bradshaw
Jason Gundaker

31 Frances Gallagher
Gene Parker

14 Addie Dorner
15 Delois Shelton
Debbie Blackwood
Jim Edwards, Jr
Diane Williams
17 Caroline Smith
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20 Steve Royal

26

Bob Hood

Presbyterian Women Update
Circles have begun meeting in person
again. This monthly opportunity for
small group Bible Study and fellowship is
available to all women 18 years
and older. We are all Presbyterian
Women. In addition to fellowship and
bible studies, we are also involved in
local mission projects that are ongoing
and could always use extra support.
Leslie Webb is the Moderator of
Presbyterian Women. Please email
(Leswebb1221@gmail.com) or call her
(336-314-5727) with any questions about
PW or help connecting with a circle.
Recently, the
Presbyterian Women
organized the effort
to decorate the
Narthex and
sanctuary for the
holidays. Thanks to
all who stayed after
church to help!

People
Tapas – Heat, Self-discipline
As we move into winter and the holiday season, this is a good time to discuss
the third Niyama – Tapas (NOT small dishes at a bar!). Tapas can be thought
of as an “internal fire” that illuminates and burns up our mental and physical
impurities.
Practicing tapas involves your personal discipline. I think all of us will recognize
that holiday times can be challenging to our personal discipline!
From the point of view of practicing yoga, “tapas are your personal discipline
to practice yoga and spirituality with no other interaction than to reach your own highest
potential.”
(Quoted from Yoga Sutra 2:32 by Patanjali)
What does that mean to us in our normal (non-yoga) lives?
Winter brings cold and lethargy. Going out of the house is way less attractive than staying in
our warm beds for another hour or two. We are attracted to comfort foods. Our bodies ask
for more carbohydrates and fat in the effort to stay warm.
Holidays bring more excuses for staying up late, eating (delicious) foods that we know we
should eat in moderation, drinking beverages in more than moderation.
This is where the self-discipline of tapas comes in. Tapas is doing something you do not want
to do that will have a positive effect on your life. When our will to make the right and healthy
choices conflicts with the transitory desire of our mind and body, this conflict creates the
internal fire between the momentary satisfaction of attractive choices and the commitment
to your long term healthy goals. Tapas builds the will power and personal strength to make
the best choices.
I wish you well throughout the next months as both the holidays and the advent of winter
create opportunities to strengthen your personal discipline and will power.
Written by Jennifer Dowler.
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Missions
Christmas Collections
Stockings for Triad Health Project: Each year we provide stockings with personal items for the
adult clients at Triad Health Project. This year we need enough to fill 40 stockings. Choose
from the list below and bring your items to the church by Dec. 12.








Chicken noodle soup or canned tuna
Generic toboggans & gloves
Men’s & women’s socks
Toothbrushes & toothpaste
Deodorant
Hand sanitizer

Angel Tree: You may have seen our Angel Tree in the Narthex. It is full of Christmas wishes
listed on ornaments. To fulfill these wishes, simply take an ornament, purchase your gift and
drop off the wrapped present by December 12.
We also have Christmas wishes listed in a sign-up genius. Check your emails for links to this
sign-up so you can participate in this traditional
Christmas mission that supports families of Triad
Health Project clients.
Gifts should be returned to the church by Dec. 12,
wrapped with the name of the recipient and a
description of the item attached.

Giving Thanks
Our Afghan friends, Rawoof and Krishma, are
grateful for the generosity and hospitality of
our Starmount family and their friends. Every
item that was on the list of things we needed
to furnish their apartment was donated, folks
have stepped up to volunteer to move the
furniture in, take Rawoof and Krishma to buy
food, to purchase clothing, to visit the Out of
the Garden food giveaway for Afghan
families, to take them to appointments, and
to enjoy just sitting and talking with them.
The Mission Committee has voted to cosponsor Krishma's family of five who are still
being housed at the refugee camp at Fort Dix
in New Jersey. We have requested that
African Services Coalition, the resettlement
agency, assign their case to Greensboro so
that the family can be reunited. Please pray
that this will be approved.
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Written by Linda Anderson.

This year, you can purchase honor cards
online or at the church. Cathy Ingram
will be selling them before and after
worship or you can drop by the church
to purchase cards. If you buy online,
please note whether you’d prefer to pick
them up or have them mailed to you.

Christmas Collection for Staff
from the Mission Committee
Dear Starmount Friends,
On behalf of the Mission Committee, a
hearty THANK YOU for all you’ve done this
year to further our commitment to
addressing Hunger, Housing, Health, and
providing a Hand-up within our community
and world at large. We started this year
with heavy pandemic restrictions, yet you
came through every month with donations
to assist our community partners.
Your generosity in assisting our friends from
Afghanistan settle into their new home has
been amazing and we know it will continue
as Krishma and Rawoof become part of our
community. As I write this, we are hopeful
other of their family members will be coming
to join them as well.
We are looking forward to seeing the
generosity continue this holiday season as
we provide gifts for Triad Health Project with
the Angel Tree (children of clients) and
stocking stuffers (clients).
Again, THANK YOU for all you do to further
Starmount’s Mission Commitments.
Sincerely,
Donna Bailey,
Mission Committee Chair

$860

It is hard to believe that we are approaching
the end of another year. Like 2020, this year
has been another eventful year in the life of
our church. While there have been changes
in staff members, pandemic protocols and in
different worship locations, our staff members
have embraced the ongoing challenges of
“reinventing church” with their usual grace
and professionalism.
As is our usual custom, we take up a collection
at Christmas each year to show our love and
appreciation. These gifts are divided and
shared with staff to enable them to enjoy
the holidays with their families.
We know that the pandemic has impacted
everyone in different ways. However, if your
budget enables you to make a gift, please
send your check directly to
Sheila Beane, or make a gift
online using this QR code.
Remember to put “Staff
Appreciation Gift” in the
memo line of your check.
If you’re unable to make a financial gift,
consider sending a note of appreciation,
treating a staff member to a simple cup of
coffee, or remembering them specifically in
your daily prayers.
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The next Star Press
will deliver in February 2022
If you have articles or information
for this edition, please email
Becky@starmountpres.org
by January 15th.

Starmount Church offices will be
closed for the holidays on the
following dates:

2021 Stats
2021 GENERAL FUND PLEDGES
BUDGET vs. RECEIVED
Month

Budgeted
Pledges

Difference
Over/(Under)

January

$45,079

$49,121

$4,042

February

$40,070

$52,403

$12,333

March

$41,740

$50,655

$8,915

Christmas: December 27 & 28

April

$36,731

$36,026

$(705)

New Year’s: January 3

May

$40,000

$44,953

$4,953

June

$35,131

$35,212

$81

July

$37,400

$46,908

$9,508

August

$35,660

$36,083

$423

September

$35,660

$30,021

$(5,639)

October

$40,880

$38,423

$(2,457)

$388,351

$419,804

$31,453

MLK: January 17
If you plan to submit an end-of-year
contribution in person, please drop it at
the church by noon on December 31
or online by December 29.

2021 Total

HISTORY CORNER
Christmas 2005 at Starmount Presbyterian Church
From Starmount’s History of the
Congregation and of the Presbyterian
Women,,,
We were graced once again to have
the Market Street Brass perform for us
on December 2nd. This was a Friday
after a covered dish dinner and a
stocking stuffing for local mission
agencies. Starmount children were
encouraged to bring gifts for Santa to
take to Katrina victims in New Orleans.
They were able to visit with Santa
during intermission so they could offer
their gifts and tell Santa what they
wanted for Christmas.
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Pledges
Received

Library Recommendations
CHILDREN’S BOOKS
There Was A Cold Lady Who Swallowed Some
Snow by Lucille Colandro. In this variation on
the traditional cumulative rhyme, a woman
swallows some snow, a pipe, some coal, a hat,
a stick, and a scarf. Seasonal books
Call no. E Col 2003
All The Colors of Christmas by Matthew Paul
Turner. “Captures the wonder of Christmas in a
lyrical exploration of what makes the season so
colorful, magical, and personal to our hearts.
The author celebrates the Christmas season,
particularly the colors that come with the
holiday and all the memorable sensations
connected to those bright hues" Seasonal
Books Call no. E Tur 2020
FICTION
The Last Correspondent by Soraya Lane.
“When journalist Ella Franks is unmasked as a
woman writing under a male pseudonym, she
loses her job. But having risked everything to
write, she refuses to be silenced and leaps at
the chance to become a correspondent in
war-torn France. Already entrenched in the
thoroughly male arena of war reporting is feisty
American photojournalist Danni Bradford.
Together with her best friend and partner,
Andy, she is determined to cover the events
unfolding in Normandy. And to discover the
whereabouts of Andy's flighty sister, Vogue
model Chloe, who has followed a lover into
the French Resistance. Publisher description.
Call no. F Lan 2020

NON-FICTION
Tempered Resilience How Leaders are Formed
in The Crucible of Change by Tod Bolsinger.
“What type of leadership is needed in a
moment that demands adaptive change?
Exploring the qualities of adaptive leadership
within churches and nonprofit organizations,
Tod Bolsinger deftly examines both the external
challenges we face and the internal resistance
that holds us back, showing how leaders can
become both stronger and more flexible""-Provided by publisher. Call no. 253 Bol 2020

Resilient, How to Grow An Unshakable
Core of Calm, Strength, and Happiness by
Rick Hanson. With his trademark blend of
neuroscience, mindfulness, and positive
psychology, the author shows you how to
develop twelve vital inner strengths
hardwired into your own nervous system.
Then no matter what life throws at you,
you'll be able to feel less stressed, pursue
opportunities with confidence, and stay
calm and centered in the face of
adversity.” From publisher. Call no. 155.24
Han 2018
7 Days of Christmas, A Season of
Generosity by Jen Hatmaker. Makes
Hatmaker's social experiments in seven key
areas--food, clothes, spending, media,
possessions, waste, stress--and turns them
into thoughtful and practical generosity
that captures the true spirit of Christmas."" - Amazon.com. Call no. 263.915 Hat 2019

One Church One Book
January Selection:
The Chilbury Ladies’ Choir
by Jennifer Ryan

"As England becomes
enmeshed in the early days
of World War II and the men
are away fighting, the women of Chilbury
village forge an uncommon bond. They
defy the Vicar's stuffy edicts to close the
choir and instead ‘carry on singing,’
resurrecting themselves as the Chilbury
Ladies' Choir.”
Mary Jane has copies in the gathering
space. Please return them by January 23.
Join our book discussion on Wednesday,
January 19 at 11am in the church library.
If someone would like to organize a zoom
meeting on a weekday evening, email
Mary Jane at mjcreading@hotmail.com.
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3501 West Market Street
Greensboro, NC 27403

Church
336.299.8131
Preschool 336.299.3564
10:00 am Worship (in-person and livestreamed on www.starmountpres.org)

Church Staff
Pastor & Head of Staff
Reverend Dr. Charlie Lee
Ext. 116 charlie@starmountpres.org

Director of Youth & Refugee Ministries
Laura Roberson
laura@starmountpres.org

Church Business Administrator
Sheila Beane
Ext. 117 sheila@starmountpres.org

Associate Pastor
Reverend Scott Lawson
Ext. 113 scott@starmountpres.org

Preschool Director &
Director of Children’s Ministry
Cindy Lee
Ext. 124 cindy@starmountpres.org

Office Administration &
Operations Manager
Anne Cullinan
Ext 110 anne@starmountpres.org

Communications Coordinator
Becky Deakins
Ext. 115 becky@starmountpres.org

Accounting Clerk
Billie Toney
Ext. 111 billie@starmountpres.org

Volunteer Church Librarian & Historian
Mary Jane Conger
Ext. 119 mjcreading@hotmail.com

Custodian
Y’ Mem

Director of Worship Arts
Robert Overman
Ext. 120 bob@starmountpres.org
Pianist/Organist
Michael Parker
michael@starmountpres.org
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