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See, We Are Doing a New Thing
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As I write this, I am at home in the final days of a quarantine after testing positive for
COVID. I’m not sure where I would rank my symptoms as far as severity; however I
feel safe in saying the experience was less than enjoyable. I am thankful for vaccines
and boosters that bolstered my body's defenses. In recent weeks, I have learned
that more and more of our church members, as well as their family members, have
found themselves in the midst of this same experience.

We have all been affected by COVID, whether we have personally contracted it or not. Due to the
pandemic, just about every aspect of our lives has been affected in one way or another. How we
live, how we work, how we travel, how we connect, and even how we worship has changed. In
short, everything has changed, it is a new day.
“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs forth; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness” - Isaiah 43
You may recall me talking about a book the Session read in 2019 called “Canoeing the
Mountains.” In that book, the author uses the metaphor of the Lewis and Clark expedition to
describe the kind of change the current mainline church is facing. He describes the intent of Lewis
& Clark to discover a trade route to the Pacific Ocean, and their assumption that this would
primarily be a water route. However, what these explorers discover in the West is that the rivers
ran out and in order to “make a way in the wilderness” they would be required to, “do a new thing,”
to lay down their canoes and begin to climb the Rocky Mountains.
We at Starmount Presbyterian Church, along with all our friends in churches all across the
country, find ourselves in the same position as Lewis and Clark, and those who were hearing the
words of the prophet Isaiah. We are facing a steep climb that will require new skills and learnings.
Yet we are also confident God will be with us in this journey, making a way for us in this wilderness.
On February 5th, the Session will be gathering for a retreat to engage in prayerful discernment
about how the church might take its next steps in this journey. They will be hearing the report of the
Way Forward Task Force, which has been diligently working since last June, identifying the lessons
of the last two years, interviewing staff and committee leaders, analyzing financials, and
researching broader trends of the church and community. A report will detail their learnings and
propose a new committee structure and a redesigned and sustainable staffing structure.
You will hear much more about the results of this retreat in the near future. In the meantime,
please hold this Session retreat in your prayers, as well as our congregation at large. May God
grant us the ability to perceive all that God is “springing forth” in our midst.
In Christ,
Charlie Lee

Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve

Thanks for making Advent 2021
at Starmount such
a joyful season!
Enjoy these scenes from our worship and
fellowship gatherings during December.

Save the Date for Bach's Lunch, March 21-25
Remember those fabulous concerts we've had at Starmount in the month of March for the past 37 years
(with the exception of 2020)? Well, they're baaack!! This March 21 - 25, we'll again enjoy the sounds of live
music in our sanctuary as we celebrate the 38th year of Bach's Lunch at Starmount.
This year will be different in that the programs will consist only of the concerts; there will be no "lunch" in
Bach's Lunch this season. We have made this decision to keep folks, including our volunteers, safe and
protected from Covid exposure. While it's possible to enjoy live music wearing masks, eating lunch with a
mask on is simply not possible.
So, please mark your calendars for our sensational and safe Bach's Lunch series for 2022, March 21 - 25 at
12:15pm each day in our sanctuary. See you there!
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Worship & Music
Live Streaming FAQs
Where can I find Starmount’s live streamed services?
COVID restrictions in 2020 forced churches everywhere
Find our YouTube page and hit subscribe to follow all
to consider using technology to bring church to the people
of our videos. youtube.com/starmountpres
rather than the other way around. So many things keep
Go to our website and find the “worship services” page
people from worshipping in a church that they love under the “Inspire” tab for all of our live-streamed
illness, bad weather, vacations or jobs that require travel,
services. starmountpres.org/inspire/worship-services
even a permanent relocation - and we want to make every
·Look out for a church email that arrives every Sunday
effort to bring worship to our members wherever they are.
morning with a link to the live streamed service. If you
Below are some frequently asked questions about our
aren’t receiving these emails, please call the church
effort to extend worship beyond the sanctuary to
office to update your email address.
members and anyone who cannot attend in person.
What if I can’t watch the service at 10am on Sunday?
What is live streaming?
If you click on the video any time between 10am and 11am
Live streaming is transmitting or receiving live video and
on Sunday morning, you will see the service in progress.
audio over the internet. Essentially, we broadcast the
If you’re a little late, you can always rewind back to the
service in real time for anyone with an internet connection
beginning to watch the whole service. If you’d prefer to
and a web browser.
watch the service at another time, you can click on the link
How do we live stream? Why is it necessary?
any time after 11am to view the worship service in its
Since the sanctuary was refurbished in 2009, we have
entirety. Our website keeps a year’s worth of services and
gradually added AV technology to enhance our worship
you can find all of our live streamed services and recorded
services. First, cameras and microphones were installed
videos on youtube.com/starmountpres.
and the AV booth was set up with a personal computer
What limits the quality of our live stream?
that allows us to project slides and control the sound and
The equipment we have allows us to stream the video in
video during worship. The cameras allowed us to record
high definition. However, the video is limited by only having
worship and, for years, we posted the sermon video on
two cameras and the lighting in the sanctuary. The quality
our website for anyone who missed church or wanted to
of the audio is somewhat limited by the placement of the
hear a favorite sermon from the past.
microphones and the acoustics of the space. It’s pretty
When in-person worship was cancelled in March of 2020,
good considering the sanctuary was not designed as a
Worship and Music had very thoughtful discussions about production studio, and all of this is run by volunteers.
how to bring as much of our typical worship activities as
You may also encounter “glitches” in the sound or video
we could to members through virtual services. Before
due to interruptions in your internet reception. Like any
vaccines were available, we had to be careful about how
video on the internet, the quality can be limited by the
many people were gathered in the sanctuary, so live
bandwidth available to your specific internet connection.
streaming an entire service was impossible. Instead, Bob
Overman helped us create a worship video from different Has live streaming been a success?
We have live streamed 40 services and had more than 3100
recordings. Readings, sermons, and music were edited
views (live and recorded), averaging about 80 views for each
together to create the virtual worship service that we
service. (YouTube doesn’t publish exactly what its algorithm
shared each week on our YouTube page, website, and
counts as a view, but they do try to ignore robots and don’t
in church emails.
count views that are less then 30 seconds.) Perhaps the
As vaccines became available and the COVID exposures
best sign of success has been the number of people who
dropped, we resumed in-person worship in the summer
have said that they enjoy the videos and how it has helped
of 2021. Many were delighted to come back but others
them fill the void when they can’t attend worship in person.
felt too vulnerable to join worship gatherings. It was time
Written by David Buchanan.
to live stream our service. In watching a service in real time
from home, those who didn’t feel comfortable worshipping
in-person could feel a part of the service.
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Faith Formation

on

Small groups are assembling now!
Call the church if you would like to
join a roster or lead a group.
Stay tuned for more info about the selected
book and how you can order it.
Meetings will begin in March. Times will be
announced in late February.

Parents and their children have probably
noticed the Kids' Corner table in the narthex. If
you are visiting or new to Starmount, Kids'
Corner is where you will check in for childcare
needs.
We have worship bags for the little ones to
use during worship.These bags have
coloring pages and activity sheets in them.
Please return the bags to the table after
worship.
The nursery, which is open from 9:50am
until worship ends, is in Room 216 for
children who are 2 and younger. Please
check in at the Kids' Corner if you need this
service.
Children’s church takes place after
children’s conversation. Our Children's
Ministry crew will take your child down to
room 216 until the end of service.
If you would like to be on the mailing list or
have questions about children ministry
programming, contact Cindy Lee at
cindy@starmountpres.org.
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Fellowship
February Brings a Return of Happy Hour
Many of you have asked when Fellowship will bring back the
happy hour zooms that we enjoyed during our homebound
months. And the rise in COVID numbers combined with the
winter weather means February is the perfect time to bring it
back! Join us for our hourly zooms each Wednesday at 5pm. The
Fellowship Xommittee has discussed fun themes that coordinate
with the season - Seeking Sunshine on Groundhog Day, Sharing
Love for Valentines' Day, Super Bowl Wins and Losses, and Mardi
Gras Indulgence.
Mark your calendars and look out for the link in your Wednesday midweek emails. In March we hope the break
in the weather will allow us to gather again for Light Up the Lot!

Moderation and Balance
This is the season when New Year’s resolutions can become a burden. We had such good intentions
when we 1) promised to lose weight, 2) planned to exercise more, 3) vowed to live healthier and
happier lives. And now we are trying to live into those resolutions and we are learning that it’s easier
to plan than to succeed.

One of the problems with such resolutions is the “all or nothing” attitude about success or failure. Yoga teaches us that
life is about balancing – not just physically, but also mentally and emotionally. Practicing yoga requires effort, but the
effort is balanced by moderation. Too much effort brings pain, but without effort there is no improvement.

It’s difficult to change patterns and habits. Be patient with yourself. Don’t
give up. If your resolution is too challenging to succeed, review your goal
and moderate it to real life. Welcome balance into your world.
Embrace your resolutions, but don’t feel defeated by the roadblocks.
Take a breath, review your goal and the detours you may have to make
to reach that goal. Today (January 18) one of my roadblocks to my goal of
walking outside every day is the fact that it’s too icy to leave my front
porch! This week I have to moderate my intention to walk daily. I plan to
balance that “defeat” by returning to my intention of walking as soon as
the roads become safe. So it’s not a defeat, but a delay on my way to the
goal.
Review your goals, recognize your challenges, return to your intentions.
Give yourself grace to try, fail, moderate, and try again. That’s part of the
balance of life.
For more information about yoga classes at Starmount, contact Jennifer
Dowler at jennifer@drachrom.com or call or text my cell at 336-3129589 to learn more.

CONNECT WITH
STARMOUNT ONLINE:
Facebook

Instagram

starmountpres.org

Written by Jennifer Dowler.
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People
Helping Adult Children Care for Aging Parents
Caring for an aging parent is challenging under the best of circumstances - especially if the parent(s) and their
adult children do not live in the same community. Today's COVID protocols present further complications.
Adult children caring for their parents often find themselves thrust into
a confusing new world, full of questions including:
How do I learn more about specific illnesses or disabilities?
What are my parents’ options for living arrangements?
How do I address specific legal, medical or social issues?
Simply helping our aging parents meet their own daily needs (especially if they
are no longer driving) demands time, attention, and lots of patience. Care giving
is a multi-faceted role and it is unrealistic to manage this without the support and encouragement of others.
Starmount wants to support adult children serving as caregivers by providing local knowledge about resources
in greater Greensboro, organizing home repair and maintenance projects through our Handy Hands ministry,
offering encouragement through prayer, and other support.
For this initiative to be effective, we need the cooperation and support of the entire Starmount family. You can
help us identify adult children of aging members who might appreciate this support. We are especially
interested in connecting with the adult children of members who still live in their homes.
If you know of fellow members whose children could use support, please send the contact information to Anne
Cullinan at anne@starmountpres.org. You may submit names and contact information of another member’s
child or children, but please confirm that they wish for their contact information to be shared before doing so.
Next month, the pastoral staff will send a follow-up email with information about Starmount’s existing ministries
that serve this group, such as Congregational Care and Handy Hands and additional information about helpful
resources. Also, look for a short video on the church website next month, explaining more about this initiative
and how you can help. All communications will be through the pastoral staff and will not be shared with others
without the consent of members and/or their adult children.
Written by Scott Lawson.

Please join us for a brief meeting after worship on
Sunday, February 6, for the purpose of hearing a
Financial/Budget Report, voting on updated Pastor's
Terms of Call, and hearing a report regarding a
Capital Plan and the use of Endowment Funds.
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People
Birthdays
2/1

Anna Lewis
Jenny Overman

2/2

Jay’Seon Brooks

2/3

Debbie Pace

2/5

Betty Andrews
Mary Susan Kinlaw

2/6

Nancy Green
Zach Johnson
Fran Owen
Richard Wilson

2/9

Mac Jones

2/10

Luke Lalchhuanliana

2/12

Liz Wallace
Caroline Webb

2/14

Bobby Yarborough

2/15

Michael Wallace
Jim Sands

2/17

Maria Johnson
Margaret Parker
Howard Williams

2/18

Betsy Bullard

2/19

Cilie Sutton

2/20

David Cochrane
Lee Goodson

2/25

Susan Klaiber

2/26

Samantha Bailey
Art Fitchett
Cathy Ingram
Laura Roberson

2/27

Sheila Beane
Laura Forrest
Elaine Gustafson
Evelyn Nadler
Atheil Yak

2/28

Kurt Kronenfeld
Paul Parker

Your Starmount staff offers sincere
appreciation to all who donated to the
staff gift fund. It is a pleasure to serve
this church and we are thankful for
our congregation's generosity.
A Note from Billie Toney:
I have enjoyed my time working at Starmount and it is bittersweet
to announce my last day is February 10, 2022.
It is time for Bryan and me to begin a new adventure. Last fall, we
purchased a camper van that we are calling Rig O’Toney. We visited
the coast and the mountains with her last year.

Now, we look forward to
many more adventures
across the US. On our
first long trip, we will
explore westward
allowing us to visit our
son in Utah.
It has been a pleasure to
serve Starmount, but the
open roads beckon.
- Billie Toney
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Mission
Your Pledge Contributions of $53,600 at Work in our community!
Be overwhelmed by the number of local organizations we assisted in 2021!

Tiny House Community Development, Inc.

ily
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Plus, we were able to assist the following organizations with an additional $65,371
from Designated Fund Collections and Endowment Fund distributions!
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Walkiing Library
Walk
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Afghan Refugee Resettlement

Mission
Thank you for your amazing participation
in our missions collections in December!
Thanks to this congregation's generosity,
we made quite an impact:
40 stockings were assembled
for Triad Health Project!
15 children received Angel Tree gifts!
26 additional kids from Starmount
families in need received gifts.
$7000 was collected for Presbyterian Disaster
Relief efforts in Kentucky!
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2021 Budget Review
Starmount ended 2021 with a net surplus of $39,321.47
and our 2022 pledges represent a 3.2% increase over 2021 pledges!
Thank you for your faithful support of the mission and ministry of this church.
Without it, Starmount wouldn't be able to carry out God’s collective calling on our lives as disciples.
We sincerely appreciate your generosity, your dedication, and your passion over the past year.

Page 10

2021 Budget Review
Adult Non-Fiction

Children’s Books

The Congregation in a Secular Age by Andrew Root

Love by Matt de la Peña

A leading practical theologian articulates why it is so
hard for congregations to change and encourages an
approach that doesn't fall into the negative traps of our
secular age""-- Provided by publisher.
Call no. 253 Root 2021

“This book strikes the perfect balance between being
a love letter to our children, and being as honest as
possible that life has its dark times. It’s a book about
finding love and beauty all around you no matter
who you are, what you look like, or where you live.
It’s also a book about understanding that love ends
and loved ones do wrong and that sometimes it’s
hard to see the love in the world.” Amazon.com
revieW. Call no. E Del 2018

The Upswing, How America Came Together
a Century Ago and How We Can Do it Again
by Robert Putnam
“An eminent political scientist's brilliant synthesis of
social and political trends over the past century that
shows how we have gone from an individualistic society
to a more communitarian society and then back again -and how we can use that experience to overcome once
again the individualism that currently weakens our
country"-- Provided by publisher.
Call no. 302.5 Put 2020
We Aren’t Broke, Uncovering Hidden Resources
for Mission and Ministry by Mark Elsdon
“A guide for churches and missional organizations in
using hidden assets, such as property and investments,
to transform communities and thrive in the face of
financial difficulty"- Provided by publisher.
Call no. 266 Els 2021

Adult Fiction
The Midnight Library, A Novel by Matt Haig
“Highly recommended for anyone who might need to
learn to appreciate the importance of little things in life
and how they are just as important as the big ones - and
how we impact the people around us in little ways that
make a difference. About learning to love who you are
instead of being upset that you are not who others
wanted you to be. I try to teach my students that only
"they" know the best how to be "them" - this elaborates
on that.” Amazon reader review.
Call no. F Haig 2020

HISTORY CORNER
What were you doing 20 years ago? Here are
some highlights from Starmount's Feb. 2002
newsletter and bulletins:
OWLS (Older Wiser Livelier Seniors) met on
Feb 8th with Music Assistant Jane Whitlow
and her husband Clint.
Programs for Feb. Wed Night Fellowship
included Mardi Gras with Grimsley Jazz Band
and a Puppet Show.
Starmount Book Club discussed Joshua by
Joseph Girzone.
Guys’ night out and Habitat Saturday. “The
guys are going to get together Friday night for
pizza and Star Wars and then work together at
Habitat for Humanity.”
“During Lent the Presbyterian congregations in
Greensboro will offer a series of worship services
on Wednesdays. Beginning at 12:15 p.m., the
30-minute worship will be followed by a light
lunch in the Fellowship Hall." Starmount hosted
the service on Feb. 27th.
Adult Sunday School Workshop Short
Courses offered in Feb: Make a Joyful Noise,
teacher Loretta James and Christianity for
Dummies, teacher Mike Shelton.
Youth Fellowship Today (2/17/2002): Middle
School “Jesus Bingo” & register for Lock-in for
next weekend. In Feb. 24th bulletin: “Middle
School: No Meeting - Advisors recovering from
Lock-in”
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Church
336-299-8131
Preschool 336-299-3564
www.starmountpres.org
Church Staff

Pastor and Head of Staff
Reverend Dr. Charlie Lee
Ext. 116 charlie@starmountpres.org

Director of Youth & Refugee Ministries
Laura Roberson
laura@starmountpres.org

Church Business Administrator
Sheila Beane
Ext. 117 sheila@starmountpres.org

Interim Parish Associate
Reverend Scott Lawson
Ext. 113 scott@starmountpres.org

Preschool Director & Director of
Children's Ministry
Cindy Lee
Ext. 124 cindy@starmountpres.org

Office Administration
& Operations Manager
Anne Cullinan
Ext. 110 anne@starmountpres.org

Communications Coordinator
Becky Deakins
Ext. 115 becky@starmountpres.org

Accounting Clerk
Billie Toney
Ext. 111 billie@starmountpres.org

Volunteer Church Librarian & Historian
Mary Jane Conger
Ext. 119 mjcreading@hotmail.com

Custodian
Y' Mem

Director of Worship Arts
Robert Overman
Ext. 120 bob@starmountpres.org
Pianist/Organist
Michael Parker
michael@starmountpres.org

Called to Worship, Empowered to Serve.

